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Confidentiality  out  the  window 

Pentagon  Orders  Mass  HTLV-III  Screening 


By  Marcos  Bisticas-Cocoves 
WASHINGTON,  DC  —  In  an 
October  24  memo,  the  Pentagon 
announced  that  it  will  test  all  ac¬ 
tive  duty  and  reserve  personnel  for 
HTLV-III  antibody.  The  memo 
further  said  that  members  of  the 
armed  forces  who  reveal  that  they 
are  gay  in  the  course  of  medical 
evaluations  after  the  antibody  test 
may  be  processed  for  discharge. 
The  Pentagon  has  been  ap- 


By  Christine  Guilfoy 

BOSTON  —  A  police  raid  on  a 
Boston  after-hours  club,  the  Loft, 
has  resulted  in  extensive  damage  to 
the  premises.  Six  employees  were 
arrested  on  charges  of  “keeping 
and  exposing  alcohol  with  the  in¬ 
tent  to  sell.”  The  October  25  raid 
was  the  third  in  a  three-week 
period.  In  addition  to  the  damage, 
sound  and  Sighting  equipment  was 
confiscated.  The  club  has  been 
temporarily  closed  until  the 
building  is  repaired  and  equipment 
is  returned  by  police. 

Twenty-nine  patrons  were  also 
taken  to  the  police  station,  but 
were  later  released.  According  to 
Boston  police  spokesperson 
Detective  Mary  Evans,  the  club 
was  also  charged  with  providing 
unlicensed  entertainment. 

Loft  officials,  who  did  not  want 
to  be  identified  because  of  pen¬ 
ding  court  action,  said  at  least  a 
dozen  uniformed  officers  and 
detectives  were  involved  in  the  raid 
and  a  half-dozen  squad  cars  were 
outside. 

The  Loft,  which  is  open  only  on 
Friday  and  Saturday  nights  from  2 
a.m.  to  6  a.m.,  has  been  the  object 
of  police  raids  and  court  actions 
since  1979.  On  Fridays,  the  club’s 
clientele  is  primarily  Black  and 
heterosexual.  On  Saturdays,  it  is 
primarily  gay  and  male.  The  latest 
raid  occurred  on  a  Friday.  Owners 
estimate  the  damage  to  be  between 
$30,000  and  $50,000. 

A  defense  committee  composed 
of  club  patrons  held  a  press  con¬ 
ference  on  November  1  at  which 
they  described  the  chain  of  events. 
One  member  of  the  committee, 
who  identified  herself  as  Caliga, 
said  the  police  entered  the  club  at 
approximately  3:30a.m.  When  the 
police  arrived,  they  stopped  the 
music,  she  said,  and  patrons  began 
to  file  out.  Caliga  said  a  friend  of 
hers,  who  was  one  of  the  last 


proaching  the  point  of  mass 
screening  for  HTLV-III  antibody 
for  nearly  six  months.  In  June,  it 
announced  its  intent  to  require 
civilian  blood  banks  collecting 
blood  on  military  installations  to 
turn  over  the  names  of  all  military 
donors  who  tested  antibody 
positive  (See  GCN,  Vol.  13,  No.  4). 
Earlier  this  fall  it  announced  that  it 
would  test  all  recruits  and  overseas 


patrons  to  leave,  saw  police  kick¬ 
ing  in  a  wall.  Members  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  said  the  club  was  “intact” 
when  they  left.  The  police,  they 
said,  were  the  last  ones  in  the 
building  and  had  taken  the  keys 
from  the  owner. 

The  six  arrested  employees  were 
processed  and  released  at  6:00 
a.m.  Along  with  severai  patrons, 
they  returned  to  the  club  to  find 
extensive  damage  inside.  The 
reflective  globe  over  the  dance 
floor  had  been  broken.  Two 
speakers  were  overturned  and 
kicked  in.  Sound  and  lighting 
equipment  had  been  confiscated 
and  wires  were  ripped  out  of  walls. 
A  wall  and  door  were  kicked  in,  a 
mirror  broken,  a  cable  had  been 
hacksawed  to  expose  individual 
wires,  furniture  was  overturned, 
and  a  movie  screen  was  stained.  In 
addition,  some  of  the  stairs  be¬ 
tween  the  first  and  third  floors  had 
been  cracked,  apparently  when 
police  rolled  confiscated  beer  kegs 
down  them. 

Upon  leaving  the  Loft  on  Friday 
night,  members  of  the  committee 
reported  hearing  police  comments 
such  as,  “Let’s  decorate  this 
place,”  and  “Let’s  mark  it  up.” 

According  to  Caliga,  the  com¬ 
mittee  was  formed  at  the  police 
station  on  the  night  of  the  raid  by 
patrons  who  were  concerned 
about  the  arrests  of  employees. 
She  told  GCN  that  the  police 
allowed  them  to  remain  at  the  sta¬ 
tion  until  they  were  overheard 
planning  an  organized  response. 
Then,  she  said,  the  police 
threatened  them  with  arrest  unless 
they  left  the  station.  Committee 
members  also  said  police  waved  an 
“African  fertility  goddess”  which 
had  been  taken  from  the  club, 
claiming  it  was  a  “voodoo  doll.” 
Several  members  of  the  committee 
said  they  were  frightened  by  police 


personnel  for  the  antibody  (see 
GCN,  Vol.  13,  No.  9). 

According  to  Pentagon 
spokesperson  Lt.  Col.  Pete  Wyro, 
servicemembers  will  be  tested  for 
HTLV-III  antibody  for  no  other 
reasons  than  to  counter  the  spread 
of  AIDS  and  to  enhance  “military 
readiness”  and  “deployability”  to 
parts  of  the  world  where  an  “im¬ 
paired  immune  response  may  be 


Loft’ 

presence  at  the  club.  They  also  said 
uniformed  officers  kept  their 
badges  hidden,  and  one  wore  a 
flannel  shirt  over  his  uniform. 

Police  spokesperson  Evans  told 
GCN  the  Bureau  of  Professional 
Standards  will  investigate  the  mat¬ 
ter. "‘.‘[The  Bureau]  would  ask  for 
cooperation  with  all  parties,  in¬ 
cluding  the  Loft,”  she  said.  The 
Loft’s  attorney,  William  Marino, 
said  they  would  cooperate  with  the 
investigation.  But  Loft  officials 
are  more  wary,  with  one  sug¬ 
gesting  they  may  refuse  to 
cooperate  with  any  internal  in¬ 
vestigation.  Boston  does  not  have 
a  civilian  police  review  board. 

Evans  also  said  the  club  is  “un¬ 
licensed”  and  “the  subject  of 
many  complaints.”  She  said, 
“Over  200  complaints  are  on  file 
at  Boston  Municipal  Court.” 
However,  Marino  countered  that 
the  200  complaints  “go  back  a 
long  way.  Most  will  be  dismissed 
[and  the]  courts  have  set  aside 
some  complaints.” 

A  meeting  initiated  by  city  coun¬ 
cillor  David  Scondras  between  the 
Loft  and  Boston  Police  Commis¬ 
sioner  Francis  (Mickey)  Roache 
preceded  by  iess  than  twenty-four 
hours  the  latest  raid.  Gary  Dotter- 
man,  an  aide  to  Scondras,  said 
they  asked  the  commissioner  who 
Continued  on  page  3 


By  Kim  Westheimer 

BOSTON  —  The  lowest  voter 
turnout  in  Boston  history,  osten¬ 
sibly  due  to  torrential  rain 
throughout  the  day,  yielded  good 
and  bad  tidings  for  lesbians,  gay 
men,  and  progressive  voters  on 
election  day.  Traditionally,  low 
voter  turnout  favors  incumbents 
and  this  day  was  no  exception.  All 
of  the  incumbent  city  councillors 
retained  their  seats,  while  only  one 
school  committee  member  lost  to  a 
challenger. 

First  for  the  good  tidings, 
Boston’s  first  openly  gay  city 
councillor,  David  Scondras,  was 
reelected  for  a  second  term  by  a  2-1 
landslide.  Scondras,  who  was  en¬ 
dorsed  by  the  Boston  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Political  Alliance  (BLGPA) 
as  well  as  the  Rainbow  Coalition, 
is  well  known  as  an  advocate  for 
tenants  and  lesbians  and  gay  men. 
He  has  also  spoken  out  against 


detrimental.”  Wyro  did  not  com¬ 
ment  on  which  parts  of  the  world 
he  considered  safe  for  a  service- 
member  with  an  impaired  immune 
response.  Military  personnel  will 
be  screened  by  unit  according  to  a 
list  of  priorities.  At  the  top  of  that 
list  are  units  assigned  to  parts  of 
the  world  where  there  is  endemic 
disease  and  minimal  medical  care. 
Following  this,  personnel  pending 
assignment  overseas  will  be  tested. 
Third,  the  military  will  test  units 
subject  to  deployment  overseas. 
Next,  all  personnel  who  deal  with 
people  with  AIDS  will  be  tested, 
including  medical  personnel. 
Finally,  the  military  will  test  all 
other  active  duty  and  reserve 
members.  Wyro  said  that  at  this 
time  it  appears  that  units  will  only 
be  screened  for  the  antibody  once. 

Personnel  who  test  positive  will, 
according  to  Wyro,  be  further 
evaluated  by  military  medical 
staff.  Those  who  test  antibody 


By  Marcos  Bisticas-Cocoves 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  The 
Supreme  Court  announced  on 
November  4  that  it  will  hear  a  case 
that  could  affect  the  privacy  rights 
of  lesbians  and  gay  men. 

The  case,  Hardwick  v.  Bowers, 
concerns  a  gay  man  arrested  in  his 
Georgia  home  for  acts  of  consen¬ 
sual  “sodomy.”  Although  the 
charges  against  the  man,  Michael 
Hardwick,  were  ultimately  drop¬ 
ped,  he  challenged  the  law  on  the 
basis  that  it  violated  his  right  to 
privacy.  The  case  was  dismissed  by 
a  district  court,  but  the  Atlanta- 
based  11th  Circuit  Court  ruled  on 
May  21  that  “the  Georgia 
[sodomy]  statute  infringes  upon 
the  fundamental  rights  of  the 
homosexual  . . .  The  activity  he 


U.S.  aggression  in  Central 
America  and  apartheid  in  South 
Africa. 

As  for  the  bad  tidings,  veteran 
councillor  Albert  O’Neil  brought 
in  the  most  votes  among  the  at- 
large  city  councillors.  O’Neil’s 
campaign  was  characterized  by 
homophobic  attacks  directed  at 
challenger  Michael  Kane.  In  his 
political  advertisements,  O’Neil 
claimed  that  Kane  was  a  “carpet¬ 
bagger  from  Texas  and  a  pawn  of 
lesbian  and  gay  sick’s  [sic].” 
O’Neil  is  the  only  city  councillor 
who  voted  against  the  human 
rights  ordinance  in  Boston,  claim¬ 
ing  that  there  was  a  section  of  the 
ordinance  that  said  that  gay  men 
and  lesbians  were  “seeking  to  have 
full  use  of  public  accommodations 
(ladies  room.)  [s/c].” 

Candidates  endorsed  by  BLGPA 
generally  fared  well.  In  the  city 


positive,  but  who  do  not  have 
AIDS,  may  be  put  on  limited  duty, 
while  those  who  have  AIDS  will  be 
dealt  with  on  a  case-by-case  basis. 
AIDS  will  now  be  considered  a  ser¬ 
vice-related  disability,  although  it 
is  unclear  whether  those  people 
with  AIDS  who  are  ultimately 
discharged  will  get  full  medical 
benefits.  The  form  that  medical 
evaluation  will  take,  the  nature  of 
limited  duty,  and  the  timing  of  the 
actual  testing  have  yet  to  be  deter¬ 
mined  and  will  be  left  to  the 
various  branches  of  the  military. 
Clinical  definitions  of  AIDS, 
however,  are  being  drawn  up  by 
the  Department  of  Defense’s 
Assistant  Secretary  for  Health  Af¬ 
fairs,  and  will  be  standardized. 

According  to  Wyro,  informa¬ 
tion  gathered  in  the  process  of 
medical  counseling  may  be  used  to 
discharge  a  servicemember.  This 
includes  information  that  a  ser- 
Continued  on  page  6 


[sic]  hopes  to  engage  in  is 
quintessential^  private  . . .  [and] 
beyond  the  proper  reach  of  state 
regulation,”  The  ruling  further 
stated  that  “the  state  must  prove 
in  order  to  prevail  that  it  has  a 
compelling  interest  in  regulating 
this  behavior  and  that  the  statute  is 
the  most  narrowly  drawn  means  of 
safeguarding  that  interest.”  (See 
GCN  Vol.  13,  No.  3) 

“I  respectfully  submit  that  the 
11th  Circuit  was  in  error  in  ignor¬ 
ing  binding  precedent,”  said 
Michael  Bower,  Attorney  General 
for  the  State  of  Georgia.  Although 
Bowers  would  not  comment  on  the 
arguments  he  would  use  in  court, 
the  precedent  to  which  he  refers  is 
Continued  on  page  1 1 


council  race,  endorsed  incumbents 
Bruce  Bolling,  Christopher 
Ianella,  Michael  McCormack,  and 
Brian  McLaughlin  won  by  clear 
margins.  Bolling  and  McLaughlin 
were  also  endorsed  by  the  Rain¬ 
bow  Coalition. 

McLaughlin,  a  strong  supporter 
of  lesbian  and  gay  rights,  was  the 
incumbent  who  won  by  the 
smallest  margin.  He  faced  a  strong 
challenge  from  Richard  Izzo  as 
well  as  attacks  from  Boston 
University  President  John  Silber. 
Silber  was  determined  to  thwart 
McLaughlin’s  reelection  due  to  the 
latter’s  long-standing  opposition 
to  Boston  University’s  expansion 
into  the  Allston-Brighton 
neighborhood  represented  by 
McLaughlin. 

Faring  less  well  than  the  pro- 
Continued  on  page  3 
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News  Notes - 

quote  of  the  week 

“Committed  homosexuals  might  hold  that  a 
detailed  account  of  homosexual  behaviour  was  a 
legitimate  thing,  and  they  might  strongly  dispute  that 
it  was  indecent  or  obscene,  and  object  to  it  being  so 
described  by  others....  The  question  is  not  what  they 
[gay  men/lesbians]  think,  but  what  others  thought 
who  did  not  share  that  predilection.” 

—  Magistrate  Christopher  Bourke,  on  ordering  a 
trial  by  jury  for  London’s  Gay’s  the  Word  Bookshop, 
now  facing  over  100  charges  laid  by  Her  Majesty’s 
Customs  and  Excise,  as  reported  in  the  Body  Politic, 
November,  1985. 

Bourke  makes  it  plain  only  heterosexuals  can 
decide  whether  gay/lesbian  literature  is  obscene.  And 
vice  versa,  Mr.  Bourke? 


freedom,  fiction,  and  family:  black 
women  today 

CAMBRIDGE,  MA  —  The  Women’s  Studies  pro¬ 
gram  at  Mass.  Institute  of  Technology  (MIT)  proudly 
presents  Freedom,  Fiction,  and  Family:  Black  Women 
Today.  This  three-part  series  will  explore  the  ex¬ 
periences  of  Black  women  through  their  political 
struggles,  literature,  and  psychological  and  social 
situations. 

The  series  will  begin  on  November  14, 1985,  with 
Nomazizi  Sokudela  of  the  African  National  Congress. 
She  will  speak  on  “Women  in  the  South  African 
Liberation  Struggle”  at  8  p.m.  in  the  Schell  Room, 
43-101,  at  MIT. 

Other  participants  will  be  Toni  Cade  Bambara, 
author,  teacher,  and  activist,  who  will  read  from  her 
work;  and  Helen  Moore,  psychologist,  who  will  speak 
on  women  and  the  contemporary  Black  family. 

The  series  is  free  and  open  to  the  public.  For  fur¬ 
ther  information,  please  call  Cindy  Brown  at  MIT 
Women’s  Studies,  617-253-8844. 

—  Stephanie  Poggi 


boston  against  aids 

BOSTON  —  A  “Boston  Against  AIDS”  benefit  is 
being  planned  jointly  by  the  AIDS  Action  Committee 
(AAC),  and  radio  stations  WBCN-FM  and  WXKS-FM 
(KISS)  at  the  Metro.  Tentatively  scheduled  to  appear 
at  the  December  4  benefit  are  pop  entertainers 
Dionne  Warwick  and  Burt  Bacharach. 

Harry  Collings  of  the  AIDS  Action  Committee  said 
2,000  tickets  will  be  offered  for  sale  at  $50  apiece  and 
that  all  proceeds  will  go  directly  to  the  AAC  and  to  the 
Massachusetts  General  Hospital  AIDS  research  unit. 
All  labor  is  being  donated  by  both  entertainers  and 
organizers  and  the  Metro  has  donated  the  space  for 
the  night.  “One  hundred  percent  of  the  proceeds”  will 
go  directly  to  fight  AIDS,  said  Collings. 

According  to  Boston  Herald  columnist  Norma 
Nathan,  others  who  are  being  asked  to  entertain  or 
give  support  to  the  event  are  the  Four  Tops  and  Cyndi 
Lauper,  as  well  as  Boston  Celtics  Basketball  players 
Bill  Walton,  Larry  Bird,  and  ex-Celtic  Dave  Cowens. 

—  Christine  Guilfoy 


aids  is  spreading  in  central  africa 

CHICAGO  —  The  prevalence  of  the  HTLV-III 
antibody  may  run  as  high  as  15  percent  among 
healthy  heterosexuals  in  the  Central  African 
countries  of  Rwanda  and  Zaire,  according  to  a  report 
released  by  the  American  Medical  Association  on 
November  7.  The  report  cites  other  research,  as  yet 
unconfirmed  by  ongoing  studies,  which  has  indicated 
a  seropositivity  in  Equatorial  Africa  of  approximately 
10  percent  among  adults  and  as  high  as  35  percent  to 
67  percent  among  children. 

The  AMA  report,  which  is  based  on  studies 
conducted  by  researchers  from  Sainte-Pierre 
Hospital  in  Brussels,  Belgium  and  the  National 
Cancer  Institute  in  Bethesda,  Maryland,  also 
concludes  that  prostitutes,  especially  those  in 
Central  African  countries,  should  be  considered  a 
new  high-risk  group  for  AIDS.  Of  84  Central  African 
prostitutes  tested  for  HTLV-III,  67  (or  80  percent)  were 
antibody-positive.  In  addition,  of  24  adults  with  AIDS 
studied  in  Rwanda,  12  of  17  men  had  had  contacts 
with  prostitutes,  and  three  of  seven  women  had  had 
contact  with  johns.  The  AMA  summary  noted  that  the 
group  of  67  prostitutes  claimed  heterosexuality  and 
denied  any  intravenous  drug  use,  but  did  not  indicate 
whether  such  information  was  available  about  the 
people  with  AIDS. 

—  Pam  Mitchell 


pre-trial  hearing  for  man  accused  of 
dyke-bashing 

LYNN,  MA  —  A  pre-trial  hearing  for  Lee  Cunn¬ 
ingham,  the  man  accused  of  assaulting  a  lesbian  here 
on  September  28  (See  GCN,  Vol.  13,  No.  13),  will  be 
held  in  Lynn  District  Court  on  November  13,  at  10:30 
a.m.  An  informational  picket  outside  the  courthouse 
is  being  organized  by  the  Feminist  Cluster,  a  direct- 
action  network  of  women’s  affinity  groups  and  in¬ 
dividuals.  The  picket  will  protest  sexist  and  homo- 
phobic  violence,  police  misconduct  in  the  investiga¬ 
tion  of  the  alleged  crime,  and  the  prosecutor’s  failure 
to  charge  Cunningham  with  anything  more  serious 
than  “simple  assault,”  which  is  a  misdemeanor. 

The  Action  Task  Force  of  the  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Defense  Committee,  the  group  spearheading  opposi¬ 
tion  to  Massachusetts’  homophobic  foster  care 
policy,  intends  to  join  the  protest.  Individuals  are  also 
urged  to  write  letters  to  the  Boston  Globe,  the  Lynn 
Daily  Evening,  and  other  North  Shore  papers.  A  car- 
pool  to  the  courthouse  will  be  leaving  the  Women’s 
Center  at  46  Pleasant  St.  in  Central  Square,  Cam¬ 
bridge,  at  9  a.m.  on  the  13th.  The  courthouse  is 
located  at  580  Essex  St.,  Lynn.  The  Feminist  Cluster 
can  be  reached  at  (617)  628-4382. 

—  Loie  Hayes 


Nick  Thorkelson/CPF 


a  victory  for  Columbia  clerical  workers 

NEW  YORK  —  After  5  years  of  organizing  and  a 
5-day  walkout,  clerical  workers  at  New  York’s  Colum¬ 
bia  University  ratified  their  first  contract  on  Oct.  22. 
The  settlement  not  only  gives  a  six-percent  across- 
the-board  wage  increase  and  improved  benefits,  but 
also  raises  minimum  wages  for  the  lower  pay  grades 
where  people  of  color  are  clustered  and  provides 
some  protection  from  the  hazards  of  VDTs  and  other 
new  technology. 

According  to  a  report  in  the  Guardian,  the 
workers’  union,  UAW/District  65,  has  actively  cham¬ 
pioned  issues  of  pay  equity,  affirmative  action,  and 
support  for  university  divestment  in  South  Africa  on 
behalf  of  a  bargaining  unit  that  is  three-fourths 
women  and  one-half  Black.  The  Guardian  reported 
that  worker  militancy  and  broad  community  support 
contributed  to  the  favorable  contract,  which  follows 
years  of  stalling  tactics  by  the  Columbia  administra¬ 
tion.  The  strike  and  subsequent  excellent  contract 
won  by  clerical  workers  at  Yale  last  year  also  helped 
lay  the  groundwork  for  the  Columbia  victory. 

—  Pam  Mitchell 


second  annual  seminar  on  gay/lesbian 
suicide 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  San  Francisco  Suicide 
Prevention  Inc.  (SFSP)  will  hold  its  second  annual 
seminar  on  gay/lesbian  suicide  on  January  25,  1986, 
at  the  Women’s  Building  here. 

Workshops  will  focus  on  suicide  among  lesbians 
and  gay  men,  the  elderly,  people  with  AIDS,  and 
youth.  The  keynote  speaker  will  be  Virginia  Apuzzo, 
former  director  of  theNational  Gay  Task  Force. 

The  seminar  is  open  to  lesbians  and  gay  men, 
health  workers,  and  community  agency  volunteers 
and  staff. 

For  more  information,  write  SFSP,  3940  Geary 
Blvd.,  San  Francisco,  CA  94118,  or  call  (415)  752-4866. 

—  Stephanie  Poggi 


announcing  a  lesbian  network  in 
central  mass 

ASHBY,  MA  —  A  network  is  being  formed  to  help 
lesbians  who  live  in  central  Massachusetts  and  far 
from  lesbian/gay  communities  and  services  to  meet 
each  other.  Lesbians  Inviting  New  Connections 
(LINC)  will  provide  members  with  a  list  of  women 
wanting  to  make  contact  with  other  women;  first 
names,  phone  or  P.O.  box  numbers,  and  lists  of  in¬ 
terests  are  included.  Lesbians  and  bisexual  women  of 
all  ages,  colors,  shapes  and  sizes,  single,  coupled,  or 
in  other  situations  are  invited  to  participate.  There  is 
no  fee  for  membership.  For  information,  write  to 
LINC,  P.O.  Box  52,  Ashby,  MA  01431. 

—  Stephanie  Poggi 


lesbian  daughters  of  holocaust 
survivors 

BOSTON  —  Lesbian  daughters  of  Holocaust  sur¬ 
vivors  gathered  here  for  a  weekend  discussion  on  Oc¬ 
tober  18  and  19.  The  event,  a  result  of  networking  by 
women  from  Massachusetts,  New  York  and  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  gave  daughters  of  survivors,  as  well  as  their 
friends  and  lovers,  the  opportunity  to  share  common 
experiences  and  concerns.  A  similar  weekend  is 
planned  for  next  spring  in  Poughkeepsie,  New  York. 
For  more  information  or  to  attend,  write  to  Daughters 
of  Survivors,  c/o  GCN,  167  Tremont  St.,  5th  Floor, 
Boston,  MA  02111. 

—  Kim  Westheimer 


free  workshops  at  women’s 
school 

CAMBRIDGE,  MA  —  The  Women’s  School, 
which  operates  out  of  the  Women’s  Center  in  Cam¬ 
bridge,  is  offering  a  weekend  of  free  workshops 
beginning  Friday  evening,  November  15,  through  Sun¬ 
day  afternoon,  November  17.  Workshops  will  be  held 
on  topics  as  varied  as  women  and  poverty  and 
women’s  view  of  utopia.  Other  offerings  include  graf¬ 
fiti  writing,  networking  in  the  workplace,  massage, 
and  writing.  The  Women’s  Center  is  located  at  46 
Pleasant  St.  in  Cambridge.  Registration  will  be  held  at 
the  workshops  and  childcare  is  available.  For  further 
information  contact  354-8807. 

—  Christine  Guilfoy 


black  lesbian  feminist  support  group 

BOSTON  —  A  Black  lesbian  feminist  support 
group  with  particular  interest  in  creative  arts, 
science,  education,  health,  spirituality,  and  African 
history  or  culture  is  forming  in  the  greater  Boston 
area.  Women  of  all  ages  are  welcome  and  older 
women  are  particularly  encouraged  to  join.  Confiden¬ 
tial  environment.  Call  491-6851  for  more  information. 

—  Stephanie  Poggi 


Paraguay’s  twin  sins:  homosexuality 
and  communism 

ASUNCION,  Paraguay  —  Upon  his  return  to 
Paraguay  after  receiving  a  journalism  award  in  New 
York,  the  publisher  of  an  anti-junta  newspaper,  now 
suspended,  was  queerbaited  by  the  military  govern¬ 
ment  here  and  interrogated  by  police.  According  to 
the  Boston  Globe,  in  a  news  report  on  the  state-run 
radio  station,  ABC  Color  publisher  Aldo  Zuccolillo 
was  mockingly  congratulated  for  receiving  the  Maria 
Moors  Cabot  journalism  prize  from  “the  association 
of  homosexual  Latin  American  journalists.”  The  radio 
report  also  implied  that  Zuccolillo  has  contracted 
AIDS. 

“In  Paraguay  the  two  greatest  sins  are  com¬ 
munism  and  homosexuality.  They  can’t  accuse  me  of 
the  first,  so  they  stoop  to  personal  insults,”  Zuccolillo 
retorted. 

The  day  after  he  returned  to  Asuncion,  Zuccolillo 
was  held  for  six  hours  by  Paraguay  police,  who  inter¬ 
rogated  him  about  his  acceptance  speech  in  which  he 
criticized  the  suspension  of  free  speech  in  Paraguay. 
In  a  subsequent  interview,  Zuccolillo  quoted  police 
officials  who  told  the  publisher  he  could  leave 
Paraguay  if  he  wasn’t  happy  with  the  government.  “I 
answered  quietly  that  I  would  continue  to  exercise  my 
free  expression  guaranteed  by  the  constitution,”  he 
replied. 

Although  freedom  of  the  press  is  ostensibly  pro¬ 
tected,  ABC  Color  was  shut  down  in  March  1984 
under  a  law  prohibiting  the  press  from  promoting 
“hatred  among  Paraguayans,”  class  struggle,  or 
violence. 

—  Gordon  Gottlieb 
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Harassment  of  youth  by  New  York  Police,  D.A.s  at  issue 

Suit  Charges  Coercion  in  Sex  Probe  Case 

By  Sib  Connor 


Boston  Elections 


identified  as  D.M.  and  M.O.,  re¬ 
canted  their  grand  jury  testimony 
and  claimed  that  they  were  coerced 
into  lying  by  threats  from  Magin- 
nis  and  Jennings. 

According  to  Bagarozy,  the  two 
youths  were  repeatedly  harassed 
by  officer  Maginnis.  Bagarozy 
said  that  D.M.  was  taken  from 
school  approximately  thirteen 
times  for  up  to  five  hours  at  a  time 
without  the  knowledge  of  his 
parents.  During  the  interroga¬ 
tions,  Bagarozy  claims  that  D.M. 
was  repeatedly  threatened  by 
Maginnis  with  arrest  and  in¬ 
carceration  in  a  juvenile  detention 
center,  and  that  the  other  seven 
youths  received  similar  threats. 

According  to  Bagarozy,  during 
the  INN  broadcast,  Jennings 
denied  using  coercive  techniques 
on  the  boys,  but  could  not  com¬ 
ment  on  tactics  used  by  the  police. 
Also  during  the  telecast,  officer 
Maginnis  admitted  interrogating 
the  youths  without  their  parents’ 
knowledge. 

Marianne  Jennings  and  Robert 
Maginnis  could  not  be  reached  for 
comment.  The  public  relations 
spokesperson  for  the  Bronx 
D.A.’s  office  refused  to  speak  to 


ding  a  priority. 

In  the  Boston  School  Commit¬ 
tee  race,  Jean  McGuire,  a  BLGPA- 
and  Rainbow  Coalition-endorsed 
incumbent,  and  an  outspoken  op¬ 
ponent  of  Dukakis’  foster  care 
policy,  won  by  a  comfortable 
margin.  McGuire  has  spoken  at  a 
number  of  events  in  support  of  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  activism  against  the 
current  foster  care  policy. 
McGuire  is  also  in  favor  of  in¬ 
troducing  positive  role  models  of 
lesbians  and  gay  men  into  the 
school  system  through  use  of  alter¬ 


Scondras  at  victory  party,  November  5,  Boston 


NEW  YORK  —  In  a  case  which 
is  perhaps  the  first  of  its  kind,  a  gay 
man,  two  women,  their  two  sons, 
and  six  other  youths,  ranging  in 
age  from  11  to  18  years,  have 
filed  a  federal  civil  rights  suit 
charging  Manhattan  South 
precinct  officer  Robert  Maginnis, 
Bronx  Assistant  District  Attorney 
Marianne  Jennings,  and  other 
state  and  city  officials  with  harass¬ 
ment  and  denial  of  fast  amend¬ 
ment  rights. 

Immediately  after  the  suit  was 
filed,  Federal  Judge  Gerard  Goet- 
tel  issued  a  protection  order  to 
safeguard  the  identities  of  the 
youths  and  the  women.  They  may 
be  referred  to  by  their  initials  only. 

The  federal  suit  filed  on  March 
25  follows  a  January  criminal 
court  grand  jury  indictment  of  the 
gay  man,  Ed  Bagarozy,  for 
allegedly  engaging  in  sex  with  the 
eight  youths.  The  grand  jury 
found  Bagarozy  guilty  after  two  of 
the  youths  testified  that  they  had 
had  sex  with  Bagarozy,  the  other 
six  maintaining  that  they  had  never 
had  sex  with  Bagarozy. 

However,  on  an  April  30  New 
York  Independent  Network  News 
(INN)  broadcast,  the  two  youths, 


Continued from  page  1 

gressive  incumbents  were  at-large 
city  council  challengers  Michael 
Kane  and  Willie  Mae  Allen.  Both 
Allen  and  Kane  had  been  endorsed 
by  a  variety  of  progressive  groups, 
including  BLGPA,  the  Rainbow 
Coalition,  Mass  Tenants 
Organization  and  Mass  Fair 
Share.  Each  candidate  was  among 
the  top  three  vote-getters  in  six 
precincts  in  Roxbury,  Jamaica 
Plain,  and  the  South  End,  but 
neither  candidate  garnered  enough 
citywide  support  to  yield  a  victory. 

Kane’s  campaign  was  marked 
by  discussion  of  means  to  acquire 
more  affordable  housing  both  for 
tenants  and  for  low-to-moderate- 
income  home-owners.  Kane  is 
confident  that  his  focus  on  hous¬ 
ing  needs  was  beneficial  to  his 
campaign  and  served  to  force 
other  candidates  to  address  the 
lack  of  affordable  housing  in 
Boston.  “We  did  very  well  for  a 
first-time  challenger,”  said  Kane. 
“I  feel  proud  about  the  way  we 
raised  issues  and  framed  the 
debate,  especially  in  light  of  gay¬ 
baiting  and  red-baiting  used 
against  us.” 

Kane  said  he  would  consider 
running  for  office  in  the  next  city 
council  race  in  1987,  but  added 
that  he  had  no  definite  plans. 

Spirits  were  high  at  Scondras’ 
victory  party  in  Kenmore  Square. 
Speaking  to  a  jubilant  crowd  of 
over  200  supporters,  Scondras 
mixed  humor  with  passion.  “I  met 
my  opponent  [Judy  Porteus]  in 
front  of  the  library,”  he  joked. 
“She  said  it  was  incumbent 
weather.  I  said  it  was  inclement. 
She  was  right.” 

On  a  more  serious  note,  Scon¬ 
dras  attributed  his  victory  to  the 
power  of  diverse  groups  of  people 
working  together.  “We  are  taking 
a  stand,  sending  out  a  simple 
message  —  this  city  belongs  to  us. 
No  issue  is  more  important  than 
making  sure  that  each  of  us  is 
treated  with  respect.”  He  por¬ 
trayed  his  victory  as  a  clear  warn¬ 
ing  to  those  in  the  city  who  ad¬ 
vocate  clinging  to  the  norms  of 
classism,  racism,  anti-Semitism, 
sexism,  and  homophobia. 

While  Scondras  viewed  his  track 
record  as  a  substantial  component 
of  his  victory,  he  also  stressed  that 
the  need  for  safe,  affordable  hous¬ 
ing  was  the  issue  that  brought  peo¬ 
ple  to  the  polls.  He  vowed  to  con¬ 
tinue  to  focus  on  housing  pro¬ 
blems  due  to  condominium  con¬ 
version  and  to  make  AIDS  fun- 


native  literature. 

Also  retaining  his  school  com¬ 
mittee  seat  was  John  O’Bryant,  a 
BLGPA-  and  Rainbow  Coalition- 
endorsed  candidate. 

David  King,  also  endorsed  for 
school  committee  by  BLGPA  and 
the  Rainbow  Coalition,  lost  to 
Joseph  Casper.  Casper  has  recent¬ 
ly  been  reprimanded  by  other  com¬ 
mittee  members  for  remarks  that 
were  generally  perceived  as  racist, 
as  well  as  for  jokes  that  he  has 
made  in  public  about  AIDS.  On 
October  8,  Casper  issued  a  report 
in  an  attempt  to  discredit  several 


GCN. 

On  October  1,  Federal  Court 
Judge  Goettel  dismissed  the  civil 
rights  case.  His  opinion  stated  that 
since  the  criminal  court  case 
against  Bagarozy  has  not  been 
tried,  “there  is  no  basis  for  enter¬ 
taining  this  complaint.”  The  opi¬ 
nion  further  stated  that  “even  an 
acquittal  [at  the  criminal  court 
level]  would  not  establish  a  civil 
rights  violation  unless  he 
[Bagarozy]  can  demonstrate  that 
the  prosecution  was  instituted  in 
bad  faith,  without  hope  of  obtain¬ 
ing  a  conviction.” 

Ed  Federowicz,  a  prisoner  at  the 
state  prison  in  Rahway,  New 
Jersey  who  is  doing  the  legal 
research  and  writing  for  Bagarozy, 
said  that  the  judge’s  opinion  ex¬ 
posed  his  “prejudicial  mindset.” 
On  behalf  of  Bagarozy  et.  al, 
Federowicz  has  filed  a  motion  for 
reconsideration  and  a  motion  for  a 
new  judge  and  trial. 

Federowicz  said  that  the 
criminal  case  against  Bagarozy  is 
“very,  very  common,”  but  added 
that  “no  one  has  ever  stood  up 
before  [to  fight  the  state].” 
Federowicz  noted  that  no  com¬ 
plaint  had  been  filed  against 


progressive  candidates  for  school 
committee,  including  David  King, 
on  the  grounds  they  were  endorsed 
by  The  Daily  World,  a  Communist 
paper,  and  BLGPA.  Among  those 
targeted  in  the  report  in  addition 
to  King  were  incumbents  Jean 
McGuire  and  John  O’Bryant.  (See 
GCN,  Vol.  13,  No.  15.) 

In  the  only  ousting  of  an  incum¬ 
bent,  Juanita  Wade,  also  endorsed 
by  BLGPA,  beat  incumbent  Grace 
Romero  by  more  than  a  3-1 
margin.  Wade,  an  active  member 
of  the  Rainbow  Coalition,  also 


supports  the  addition  of  literature 
about  lesbians  and  gay  men  into 
the  school  curriculum. 

As  GCN  goes  to  press,  the 
results  from  the  Cambridge  elec¬ 
tions  are  not  yet  available.  The 
fate  of  the  Dworkin/McKinnon 
anti-pornography  ordinance  will 
not  be  known  until  Saturday,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Cambridge  Election 
Commission.  The  time-lapse  be¬ 
tween  voting  and  the  compilation 
of  results  is  due  to  an  extremely 
complicated  paper-ballot  voting 
system  used  by  the  city  of 
Cambridge. 


Bagarozy  and  that  the  police 
began  harassing  the  youths  of  their 
own  accord.  “Since  he  [Bagarozy] 
had  pleaded  guilty  before  [to 
charges  in  1981  of  second  degree 
sodomy],  someone  figured  that  he 
would  [plead]  again.”  Federowicz 
said  the  youths  had  told  their 
parents  about  Bagarozy  and  that 
the  parents  had  met  Bagarozy. 

Bagarozy  claims  that  the  1981 
indictment  was  similar  to  the  pre¬ 
sent  case.  At  that  time,  a  14-year- 
old  boy  testified  that  he  had  had 
sex  with  Bagarozy.  Bagarozy  said 
that  he  plea-bargained  “under 
pressure”  and  received  a  suspend¬ 
ed  sentence.  He  told  GC/V  that  the 


was  ordering  the  raids  and  why 
they  were  being  ordered.  Dotter- 
man  said  those  questions  remained 
unanswered. 

The  Loft  has  a  six-year  history 
of  raids  by  the  police.  Loft  owners 
say  the  the  raids  have  occurred 
because  the  club  serves  Black  and 
gay  people  and  because  the  club  is 
located  only  a  stone’s  throw  from 
Boston  Police  Headquarters.  Dot- 
terman  called  the  club  a  “boil  on 
the  ass  of  the  police,”  and  called 
the  raids  a  “coordinated  effort  on 
the  part  of  the  police  to  harass  the 
Loft  out  of  business.” 

Dotterman  said  if  the  police 
were  interested  only  in  law  en¬ 
forcement,  they  would  be  raiding 
other  after-hours  clubs  as  well.  He 
suggested  the  police  begin  by 
raiding  the  Silver  Shield,  an  after- 
hours  club  for  off-duty  police.  The 
Silver  Shield  made  headlines 
recently  when  a  woman  who  had 
been  arrested  for  prostitution  was 
taken  to  that  club  where  she  says 
she  was  raped.  The  matter  is  still 
under  investigation. 

Police  claim  the  Loft  is 
operating  without  an  entertain¬ 
ment  license  and  sells  liquor  il¬ 
legally.  Although  Evans  implied 
the  club  needs  an  entertainment 
license,  Suffolk  County  Superior 
Court  Justice  Samuel  Adams  ruled 
in  1979  that  the  club  does  not  need 
a  license  for  entertainment. 

Police  also  allege  that  liquor  is 
sold  illegally  at  the  club.  However, 
the  Loft  claims  that  liquor  is  given 
away  in  a  private  residence  above 
the  Loft.  Patrons  familiar  with  the 
club  agree  the  liquor  is  com¬ 
plimentary.  Patrons  are  asked  to 
tip  the  servers. 

Loft  officials  said  they  obtained 
a  preliminary  injunction  four 
weeks  ago  which  would  “prevent 
the  police  from  entering  illegally,” 
that  is,  without  a  valid  search  war- 


boy  now  claims  that  he  was  forced 
to  lie  under  the  force  of  police 
threats  and  harassments. 

On  November  8,  as  GCN  goes  to 
press,  Federal  Court  Judge  Goettel 
will  decide  whether  or  not  to 
remove  himself  from  the  case 
based  on  the  motions  for  recon¬ 
sideration  and  recusal.  The 
criminal  court  trial  is  set  for 
November  16.  Federowicz  said 
that  the  trial  will  probably  be  post¬ 
poned.  “All  of  the  prosecution’s 
witnesses  in  the  criminal  case  are 
suing  the  prosecution  in  the 
federal  case,”  Federowicz  said. 

—  filed  from  Boston 


rant.  Marino  says  the  affadavits 
upon  which  the  police  based  the 
latest  warrant  were  flimsy.  Loft 
officials  say  the  police  obtained  af¬ 
fadavits  from  three  people  who 
said  they  saw  liquor  sold  on  the 
premises.  But  they  say  two  of  these 
people  have  since  disavowed  the 
statements  attributed  to  them  and 
have  signed  statements  saying  li¬ 
quor  is  not  sold  on  the  premises. 

Marino  said  the  police  are 
disregarding  the  law  by  getting 
warrants  based  on  insufficient 
evidence  and  by  bringing  charges 
which  do  not  hold  up  in  court.  He 
said  the  raids  on  the  club  have  a 
chilling  effect  on  the  patrons  who 
wish  to  gather  there.  He  also  ques¬ 
tioned  the  legality  of  forcing  the 
patrons  to  leave  the  club  when  the 
police  believe  they  have  found 
violations.  He  said  while  police 
may  stop  the  violations,  they  can¬ 
not  force  people  to  leave. 

Although  members  of  the 
defense  committee  say  they  believe 
police  are  harassing  tlie  Loft 
becasue  of  the  clientele,  they  did 
not  hear  any  specific  racial  or  gay 
slurs  during  the  most  recent  raids. 
However,  Loft  officials  say  they 
have  heard  such  comments  from 
individual  officers. 

Questions  about  the  safety  of 
the  building  have  also  been  raised, 
although  Loft  spokespersons  said 
they  were  asked  to  make  modifica¬ 
tions  by  building  inspectors  last 
December,  which  they  did.  Accor¬ 
ding  to  Loft  personnel,  the 
building  has  since  passed  inspec¬ 
tion.  “We  have  no  problems  with 
the  fire  department  or  the  building 
department,”  they  said. 

The  Loft  will  remain  closed  un¬ 
til  equipment  is  returned  and 
repairs  are  made.  Marino  said  the 
club  is  considering  legal  actions, 
both  civil  and  criminal,  but  did  not 
wish  to  comment  further. 


Police  Trash  Loft 
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Community  Voices 


GCN  welcomes  letters  to  the 
editor.  If  possible,  they  should  be 
TYPED  and  DOUBLESPACED, 
and  where  possible  limited  to  five 
typed  pages.  They  should  be  sent  to: 
Community  Voices,  GC7V,  167  Tre- 
mont  St.  05,  Boston,  MA  02111. 


state  workers 
speak  out 

Dear  GCN: 

Gay  and  lesbian  state  workers  have  launched  a 
campaign  to  express  to  Gov.  Michael  Dukakis 
their  objections  to  the  recent  foster  care  policy 
implemented  by  the  Department  of  Social  Ser¬ 
vices.  In  the  campaign,  gay  and  lesbian  state 
workers  are  being  asked  to  sign  a  letter  penned  by 
a  state  worker  to  the  governor  explaining  the  dif¬ 
ficulties  in  working  for  an  administration  which 
has  so  maligned  gay  and  lesbian  workers. 

Letters  will  be  collected  and  then  formally 
presented  to  the  governor  at  a  press  conference  to 
be  held  at  the  end  of  November  during  a  week  of 
activities  to  protest  the  foster  care  policy. 

Copies  of  the  letter  may  be  obtained  by  calling 
576-6788.  Copies  of  the  letter  (text  below)  may  be 
sent  to  the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Defense  Committee, 
PO  Box  225,  Somerville,  MA  02144.  Gay  and  les¬ 
bian  state  workers  are  invited  to  sign  the  letter 
with  a  pseudonym,  but  are  asked  to  include  the 
department  or  agency  with  which  they  work. 
Sincerely, 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Defense  Committee 

Somerville,  MA 

(Below  is  the  text  of  the  letter.) 

Dear  Governor  Dukakis: 

The  recent  state  policy  which  virtually  excludes 
gay  men  and  lesbians  from  serving  the  state  as 
foster  parents  puts  gay  and  lesbian  state  workers 
in  a  quandary.  Many  of  us  view  ourselves  as 
idealists;  we  are  perceived  in  this  way  by  ad¬ 
vocates  on  the  outside,  often  the  harshest  critics 
of  state  policies.  We  function  frequently  as  “team, 
players”  for  the  administration,  expressing  our 
personal  concern  and  compassion  for  people  in 
an  attempt  to  dispel  the  commonly  held  belief 
that  state  government  is  a  lumbering  monster 
with  no  regard  for  the  individual.  That  we  are 
willing  to  believe  in'  the  rationale  behind  state 
policies  influences  others  to  believe  —  the  more 
skeptical  clients,  the  advocates,  the  everyday 
citizens  and  voters  who  get  involved  in  a  variety 
of  issues. 

In  order  to  function  as  spokespeople  for  the 
state,  we  tell  ourselves:  “Someone  must  work  on 
the  inside.  Someone  must  formulate  policies  that 
are  responsive  to  people’s  needs,  not  just  expe¬ 
dient  for  the  administrators  and  the  politicians.” 
We  are  among  the  best  and  the  brightest.  State 
government,  and  this  Administration  in  par¬ 
ticular,  is  indebted  to  us. 

While  we  are  well-educated  and  well-trained, 
what  is  most  unusual  about  us  is  that  we  are  gay 
men  and  lesbians.  Ordinarily,  our  clients  and  co- 
workers  do  not  know  that  we  are  gay  and  lesbian, 
because  we  do  not  broadcast  it.  Nevertheless,  we 
felt  perhaps  most  qualified  to  work  in  state 
government  because  we  understand  what  it  means 
to  be  shut  out. 

One  day,  a  new  policy  is  announced,  appearing 
like  a  stranger  pivoting  on  the  sidewalk  to  punch 
each  of  us  in  the  stomach.  The  news  is 
everywhere:  gay  people  are  not  fit  to  be  foster 
parents;  gay  people  cannot  provide  normal 
homes;  gay  people  don’t  lead  normal  lives.  You, 
as  Governor,  act  as  though  you  have  never  met  a 
gay  person.  If  you,  as  an  elected  leader, 
perpetuate  these  myths,  who  will  speak  up  for  us 
now? 

Many  of  us  have  considered  taking  foster 
children  into  our  homes.  We  know  that  the  state 
faces  a  severe  shortage  of  appropriate  homes.  We 
have  the  qualifications.  We  know  how  the  system 
works.  Most  of  all,  we  could  give  foster  children 
love,  patience,  and  respect,  because  we,  too,  have 
experienced  not  being  normal. 

But  now,  our  applications  are  not  welcome. 
You  have  ignored  the  advice  of  numerous 
psychologists  and  social  workers  by  issuing  a 
policy  that,  by  reason  of  sexual  orientation  or 
marital  status,  puts  gay  and  single  people  last  on  a 
list  of  preferred  home  situations.  You  have  issued 
a  policy  that  is  unlikely  to  consider  each  applicant 
on  his  or  her  individual  merits  and  unlikely  to 
consider  the  needs  of  children  on  an  individual 
basis.  The  state  is  a  lumbering  monster. 

We  are  demoralized.  For  those  gay  men  and  les¬ 
bians  who  continue  to  work  for  your  administra¬ 
tion,  it  is  with  a  profound  sense  of  disappoint¬ 
ment,  anger,  and  loss  of  belief  that  you  are  a 
Governor  deserving  of  our  creative  energies  and 
talents.  WE  STRONGL  Y  URGE  YOU  TO  RES¬ 
CIND  YOUR  POLICY. 

Sincerely, 

Name 

Agency  or  Department 


prison  poetry 

Dear  GCN: 

Hello,  from  the  World  Prison  Poetry  Center  in 
New  Haven.  I  am  not  sure  if  you  are  aware  of  our 
group,  but  we  are  aware  of  you  and  the  work  you 
do  through  your  publication. 

We  are  the  core  of  a  worldwide  network  of 
prison  poets.  We  write,  publish,  and  hold  judg- 
ings  of  material  sent  to  us.  Our  greatest  desire  is 
the  unification  of  men  and  women,  blacks  and 
whites,  straights  and  gays,  through  our  sharing  of 
words. 

The  group  is  predominantly  straight,  therefore 
we  lack  a  broader  view  and  outlook  on  certain 
things  that  affect  all  men  and  women.  We  also 
lack  the  views  of  our  sisters  who  are  incarcerated. 

We  know  that  your  paper  reaches  hundreds  of 
institutions  for  men  and  women  and  all  types  of 
people.  We  would  like  to  send  you  more  info 
about  our  group  if  you  are  interested.  We  are  a 
non-profit  organization  and  are  interested  in  ob¬ 
taining  a  subscription  to  your  paper. 

We  are  seeking  to  better  ourselves  and  educate 
those  around  us.  We  will  be  looking  forward  to 
hearing  from  you. 

Sincerely, 

Wm.  E.  Barnes  Jr. 

World  Prison  Poetry  Center 
245  Whalley  Avenue 
New  Haven,  CT  06511 

can’t  ignore  his 
heroism 

Dear  GCN: 

In  re  the  October  26  Speaking  Out  column, 
“Spider  Woman  Kiss-off,”  what  I  think  con¬ 
tributor  Kenneth  Hale-Wehmann  missed  was 
Luis  Molina’s  striking  defiance  of  both  of¬ 
ficialdom  and  stereotype.  Molina  appears  to  be 
no  more  than  a  product  of  a  macho  society  that 
dictates  that  a  man  attracted  to  other  men  really 
wants  to  be  a  woman.  Molina  fulfills  this  expecta¬ 
tion  by  affecting  drag,  calling  his  getting  fucked 
“takfing]  it  like  a  woman”  and  his  male  genitals 
an  “accident,”  and  embracing  the  romantic  while 
ignoring  the  fascistic  aspects  of  an  old  film.  But 
the  bravery  and  strength  he  evinces  are  certainly 
not  part  of  that  stereotype. 

Molina  is  clever  and  daring  enough  to  defy  and 
make  fools  of  a  dangerous  prison  administration 
that  cannot  believe  he  is  anything  other  than  ef¬ 
fete  and  pliable.  He  leads  the  bureaucrats  to  think 
he  is  gathering  political  information  from  Valen¬ 
tin  when  he  is  doing  no  such  thing.  Further  stall¬ 
ing  his  captors,  determined  to  cheat  fate  for  as 
long  as  he  can,  he  even  extracts  special  favors 
from  them,  convincing  them  that  gourmet 
groceries  are  the  key  to  making  Valentin  talk. 
Molina  finds  in  himself  a  strength  that  likely  sur¬ 
prises  even  him  when  he  contacts  Valentin’s  col¬ 
leagues  in  the  resistance  despite  the  danger  he  cor¬ 
rectly  anticipates. 

That  Molina  takes  risks  because  of  his  attrac¬ 
tion  to  Valentin  and  not  to  his  politics  cannot  be 
denied.  But  it  would  be  wrong  to  dismiss  Molina 
for  his  sexism  and  ignore  his  heroism. 

Sincerely, 

Bruce-Michael  Gelbert 
Brooklyn,  NY 

queerbashed  on 
the  (serene) 
esplanade 

Dear  GCN: 

The  serene,  the  beautiful  Esplanade  park.  Ever 
delightful  to  the  eye  and  the  spirit.  Whether  seen 
beneath  the  noon-day  sun  or  in  evening’s  light. 
What  a  pleasure!  a  joy!  What  a  danger!! 

One  lovely  evening  in  August  I  was  brutally 
beaten  by  a  gang  of  men  —  probably  fag-haters  — 
who  left  me  bleeding  with  a  broken  jaw  and  no 
billfold.  Thanks  to  the  kindness  of  a  passing 
brother  I  was  aided  all  the  way  to  the  hospital. 

After  hospitalization  and  major  surgery,  1  am 
now  mending  both  physically  and  mentally 
(thanks  to  therapy).  Soon  I’ll  begin  the  process  of 
restoring  my  teeth,  most  of  which  were  knocked 
out  by  my  assailants. 

Court  proceedings  in  my  case  began  recently 
against  an  accused  man.  I  am  happy  to  report  that 
I  have  been  treated  congenially  and  sym¬ 
pathetically  by  the  MDC  police,  the  District  At¬ 
torney’s  office  (Boston  Municipal  Court)  and 
Victim-Witness  Assistance  (same  court). 

I  am  not  happy  to  report  that  there  have  been 
five  more  victims  on  the  Esplanade  since  August. 
This  information  was  related  to  me  by  the  MDC 
police  on  October  6.  The  MDC  police  would 
welcome  any  information  which  would  assist 
them  in  prosecuting  any  of  these  cases. 

On  August  20  I  experienced  physical  violence 
personally  for  the  first  time  in  my  life.  Before  that 
1  lived  in  a  kind  of  detached  state,  seemingly 
oblivious  to  what  man  can  do  to  his  fellow  man. 
The  shock  of  awareness  continues  to  resound 
within  me. 

I  urge  GCN's  readership  to  acknowledge  the 
realities  of  the  Esplanade.  Be  careful.  Be  wise. 
Sincerely, 

Edwin 
Boston,  MA 


internal  differences 

Dear  GCN: 

As  members  of  the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Defense 
Committee  (GLDC),  we  commend  GCN  for  ad¬ 
dressing  the  controversy  surrounding  Governor 
Dukakis’  presence  at  the  AIDS  Action  Commit¬ 
tee’s  benefit  auction  at  City  Hall  in  your  October 
5th  issue.  There  is  significant  controversy  within 
the  gay/lesbian  community  around  the  Gover¬ 
nor,  whether  and  how  to  hold  him  accountable 
for  the  formulation  of  the  homophboic  DSS 
foster  care  policy,  when  he  also  appears  to  have 
lent  support  to  some  gay  issues.  GCN’s  coverage 
of  this  dilemma  was  fair  reporting  of  a  deep  con¬ 
flict  within  our  community,  and  as  the  article  was 
published  within  a  context  that  affirms  our  com¬ 
mon  ground,  it  did  not  present  political  divisions 
in  the  potentially  destructive  way  the  non-gay 
media  might  have. 

The  question  of  how  to  contend  with  Governor 
Dukakis’  featured  role  at  the  AIDS  Auction  had 
prompted  a  meeting  between  representatives  of 
GLDC  and  other  gay/lesbian  organizations, 
especially  those  involved  in  the  auction.  While  we 
supported  the  compromise  that  was  worked  out 
when  the  conflict  surfaced  just  days  before  the 
auction,  there  are  several  issues  that  we  feel  need 
further  discussion.  Part  of  the  agreement  reached 
at  that  meeting  was  that  a  statement  discussing 
the  process  of  reaching  the  compromise  should  be 
sent  to  the  gay  press.  Thus  Kevin  Cathcart  and 
Ray  Gottwald’s  letter  appeared  in  GCN  on  Oc¬ 
tober  12th  and  in  the  October  17th-23rd  issue  of 
Bay  Windows.  We  are  writing  this  addition  to 
Kevin  and  Ray’s  letter  since  the  GLDC  wasn’t 
consulted  in  the  writing  of  it,  and  we  think  it  by¬ 
passed  some  of  the  more  interesting  and  disturb¬ 
ing  aspects  of  the  meeting  that  we  believe  need  to 
be  aired,  both  here  and  in  a  community  debate. 

Firstly,  the  proposal  from  the  GLDC  that  a 
leaflet  pointing  to  Dukakis’  role  in  fueling  anti¬ 
gay  sentiment  be  distributed  to  those  attending 
the  auction  met  with  outrage  from  some 
organizers  of  the  event.  While  we  argued  that 
homophobia  was  a  common  underpinning  to 
both  the  DSS  policy  and  the  extraordinary  delays 
in  AIDS  funding  and  services,  some  Auction 
organizers  responded  that  AIDS  was  a  medical 
issue  and  that  politics  had  no  place  at  the  auction. 
What  is  significant  and  disturbing  about  this  dis¬ 
agreement  is  that  some  gay  men  and  lesbians  saw 
the  GLDC  proposal  for  leafletting  as  creating 
splits  in  the  gay/lesbian  community,  not  the 
presence  of  Dukakis  at  the  auction  or  his  inconsis¬ 
tent  and  contradictory  stands  on  gay  issues.  The 
compromise  reached  on  this  issue  was  that  Larry 
Kessler  agreed  to  rework  his  speech  and  draw  out 
the  links  between  homophobia  and  the  response 
to  AIDS,  although  he  did  not  extend  those  links 
to  include  the  foster  care  policy. 

Secondly,  the  GLDC  assumed  that  our  com¬ 
mon  ground  is  rooted  in  our  commitment  to  ex¬ 
pose  and  attack  homophobia  in  whatever  form  it 
takes.  Yet  others  saw  each  issue  —  in  this  case 
foster  care,  the  Gay  Rights  Bill,  and  AIDS  —  as 
quite  distinct  and  able  to  be  addressed  in  and  of 
itself.  This  set  up  a  dynamic  where  representatives 
attempted  to  barter  that  they  would  wear  our 
Foster  Equality  buttons  in  exchange  for  GLDC 
agreeing  not  to  leaflet. 

This  meeting  pointed  out  an  ongoing  conflict 
over  image,  over  how  we  present  a  public  face. 
There  have  always  been  differences  around  image 
within  our  community,  with  some  activists  pursu¬ 
ing  inside  alliances  with  electoral  politicians, 
while  others,  such  as  the  GLDC,  have  chosen  a 
more  confrontational  style,  including  demonstra¬ 
tions,  sit-ins,  street  theater,  etc.  In  the  past  we 
have  valued  other  strategies  for  political  change 
by  members  of  the  gay/lesbian  community,  and 
have  received  support  for  our  actions,  but  there 
has  always  existed  a  tension.  With  the  AIDS  auc¬ 
tion  and  the  vote  on  the  Gay  Rights  bill  happen¬ 
ing  within  very  close  proximity,  the  underlying 
tensions  came  to  the  surface. 

For  the  GLDC  the  concern  is  with  changing 
public  consciousness  and  building  an  opposition 
movement.  How  do  we  dislodge  the  norms  of 
traditional  sexuality  and  proper  families  em¬ 
bodied  in  Dukakis’  foster  care  policy  and  thereby 
assert  the  full  humanity  of  lesbians  and  gay  men? 
These  questions  inform  our  sense  of  strategy.  The 
strategy  of  building  a  grassroots  oppositional 
movement  is  in  tension  with  activists  who  wish 
favors  and  approval  from  those  in  power.  This 
tension  has  characterized  the  history  of  gay 
politics.  The  legacy  from  the  Mattachine  Society 
haunts  us  more  than  ever.  As  Harry  Hay 
describes  the  conflict  in  the  face  of  a  growing 
right  wing  in  the  1950s,  “The  Mattachine  after 
1953  was  primarily  concerned  with  legal  change, 
with  being  seen  as  respectable  —  rather  than  self- 
respecting.  They  wanted  to  be  dignified  by  pro¬ 
fessional  ‘authorities’  and  prestigious  people, 
rather  than  by  the  more  compelling  dignity  of 
group  worth.” 

The  urgency  of  the  AIDS  issue  makes  us  all 
take  pause.  Yet  it  is  crucial  to  separate  out  what 
strategy  is  particular  to  the  immediacy  of  this 
issue,  and  what  is  in  fact  due  to  very  different 
goals  for  the  lesbian  and  gay  movement.  In  order 
for  us  to  build  a  unified  gay  and  lesbian  move¬ 
ment  we  need  to  look  carefully  and  critically  at 
our  differences.  The  meetings  prior  to  the  AIDS 
auction  were  not  the  resolution  of  these  conflicts, 
but  an  opening  up  of  dialogue  around  our  dif¬ 
ferences. 

Sincerely, 

Marla  Erlien  Sarah  Holmes 

Cathy  Hoffman  Cambridge,  MA 


GayCommunityNews 


Gay  Community  News  Is  produced  by  a  col¬ 
lective  dedicated  to  providing  coverage  of 
events  and  news  in  the  interest  of  gay  and 
lesbian  liberation.  The  collective  consists  of 
a  paid  staff  of  eleven,  a  general  membership 
of  volunteers,  and  a  board  of  directors 
elected  by  the  membership.  The  paper  is  pub¬ 
lished  weekly  (except  a  week  in  December 
and  a  week  in  August)  by  the  Bromfield 
Street  Education  Foundation,  Inc.,  a  non¬ 
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Speaking  Out 


Gentrification:  Symbol  of  a 
Society  with  no  Conscience 


By  John  Smith 


Gentrification.  It’s  just  a  word,  but  a  word  loaded  with  dynamite.  It  is  a  word  wearing 
two  masks,  and  like  most  euphemisms,  it  means  different  things  to  different  people. 

Gentrification.  Say  it  slowly  for  the  word  has  a  sound  and  a  mental  image  all  its  own.  I 
hear  the  pounding  hooves  of  many  horses,  and  then  I  see  hordes  of  white  men  upon  these 
horses  dressed  in  eighteenth  century  garb,  richly  dressed  at  that.  They  are  coming  to  take 
whatever  force  and  money  will  allow.  In  other  words,  they  take  it  all. 

Gentrification.  Now  I  see  white  males,  some  of  them  gay,  in  San  Francisco, 
Philadelphia,  Miami,  anywhere  in  any  city.  They  are  smartly  attired  and  they  carry  a  little 
black  book  as  they  roam  minority  communities  asking  questions.  They  seem  inordinately 
interested  in  the  price  of  things,  particularly  buildings. 

Gentrification.  Now  I  see  a  minority  mother,  concern  shows  on  her  face.  “No,”  she 
does  not  know  who  owns  the  building.  She  pays  her  rent  to  “Mr.  Tom.”  It  is  all  she  cares  to 
know. 

Gentrification.  I  see  a  tome  of  laws  handsomely  bound  in  leather.  The  gentry,  the 
propertied  class,  these  laws  are  designed  to  protect  them.  I  see  the  minority  mother  tell  her 
child  not  to  fret,  for  here  in  the  freest  country  in  the  whole  free  world  we  have  laws,  fair  to 
all.  I  can  not  see  her  face  when  she  begins  to  realize  that  just  as  in  the  eighteenth  century,  the 
laws  are  silent.  Just  as  it  was  long  ago,  what  is  looked  upon  and  coveted,  is  now  seized. 

Gentrification.  I  see  Philadelphia  in  the  1970s.  I  see  white  gay  males,  all  friends  of  mine, 
roaming  about  minority  communities  looking  for  the  next  neighborhood  that  will  “catch 
on.”  I  see  them  buying  multi-family  dwellings,  evicting  the  occupants,  and  moving  on.  They 
painstakingly  restore  the  building  to  its  original  splendor.  They  are  proud  of  their  abilities  as 
incipient  developers.  I  see  them  sell  the  building  for  a  hefty  profit.  They  admire  their 
business  acumen,  their  ability  to  spot  a  bargain,  and  their  artistic  ability.  They  expect  you  to 
do  likewise. 

Gentrification.  I  see  a  thousand  bestsellers  telling  you  how  to  become  rich  in  real  estate 
with  nothing  down.  I  hear  the  American  dream;  “with  a  few  smarts  you  too  will  be  rich.” 
They  address  all  problems  of  buying  and  selling  except  what  to  do  with  the  poor  who  are  dis¬ 
placed.  After  all,  it’s  not  your  fault  these  people  are  poor.  You  are  smart  and  productive. 
The  poor  are  neither. 


GCN  is  currently  accepting  applica¬ 
tions  for  the  following  full-time  posi¬ 
tions.  We  welcome  inquiries  about  these 
jobs. 

Promotions/Classified  Ad  Manager 

(available  on  or  before  January  1986):  Use 
direct  mail  marketing,  exchange  ads, 
renewal  campaigns  and  other  strategies 
to  increase  subscription  and  newsstand 
sales  of  the  paper.  Process  and  lay  out 
weekly  classified  ads.  Qualifications: 
Strong  writing,  administrative,  creative 
and  organizational  skills.  Previous  pro¬ 
motions/marketing  experience  helpful. 


GCN  Job  Openings 

Design  Director  (available  on  or  before 
January  1986):  Establish  overall  design 
of  the  paper,  and  oversee  the  layout  and 
proofreading  functions  on  production 
night.  Design  (or  assign  to  volunteer  ar¬ 
tists)  front  cover,  centerspread  art¬ 
work/layout,  and  book  supplement 
graphics,  as  well  as  promotional 
brochures,  leaflets,  etc.  Qualifications: 
Strong  graphic  design/art  skills. 
Familiarity  with  type  specifications, 
knowledge  of  printing  techniques  and 
previous  related  experience  preferred. 

All  positions  require  a  commit¬ 

ment  to  gay/lesbian  liberation, 
feminism,  anti-racist  politics,  and  the 
collective  decision-making  process. 


They're  doing  exactly  what 
Woody  Guthrie  and  I  tried  to  do 
when  we  came  here  40  years  ago— 
exactly." 

Pete  Seeget 

Interpreted  by  Laura  Kolb, 

artistic  sign  language  Interpreter 

SUNDAY,  Nov.  17, 1985 
8:00  PM 

Paine  Hall,  Harvard  University, 
Cambridge  (adjacent  to  Science  Center) 

-fl 

Mall  order  tickets  until  Nov.  12  trom: 


perhaps  the  best  since 
the  Almanac  Singers.” 

St  Paul  Dispatch 


"Its  wonderful  to  see  the 

spontaneous  dancing  erupt  as 
Bright  Morning  Star  sings 
and  plays." 
Village  Voice 


Tickets:  $5  in  advance 
$7  at  the  door 

More  11/Less  If— contact  GCN  for  details, 
426-4469 

Advance  Ticket  Sales:  Gay  Community  News, 
Sandy's  Music,  New  Words.  Cambridge  Food 
Coop,  Redbook, Wooden  Strings 
For  childcare  reservations  call  Childcare 
Extraordinaire,  523-3772 

GCN/BMS,  167  Tremont  St.  45 .Boston,  MA  02111. 


Gentrification.  I  now  see  happy  politicians.  The  tax  base  has  been  augmented,  crime 
has  abated  and  people  walk  the  streets  at  night.  The  schools  are  improved,  vandalism  is 
down,  everybody  is  happy.  The  lower  and  middle  classes  now  have  a  home  which  they  could 
not  have  otherwise  afforded.  The  politicians  are  beaming. 

Gentrification.  I  see  a  smiling  banker  who  will  make  ten  times  the  amount  he  loans. 
New  shops  have  come,  chic  plant  shops  here,  an  antique  store  there.  The  banker  is  very,  very 
happy. 

Gentrification.  I  see  the  displaced  poor  come  back  to  look  at  the  wonders  in  the 
neighborhood  where  they  lived  for  years.  They  have  heard  that  it  is  better.  They  agree  it  is 
different,  not  necessarily  better.  I  see  the  poor  wonder  why  they  always  gentrify  stable 
neighborhoods.  Why  don’t  they  make  the  neighborhoods  around  20th  and  Diamond  streets 
“better”? 

Gentrification  is  the  destruction  of  neighborhoods  for  the  sake  of  a  dollar,  or  rather 
millions  of  them.  Gentrification  is  pitting  the  have-nots  against  the  haves  and  making  a 
fortune  doing  it.  Gentrification  is  the  callous  disregard  for  the  plight  of  the  poor. 
Gentrification  is  the  symbol  of  our  society’s  refusal  to  plan  for  the  housing  needs  of  all  its 
citizens.  Gentrification  is  the  symbol  of  a  society  where  the  dollar  is  king  and  people  of  little 
value.  Gentrification  is  the  symbol  of  cities  which  refuse  to  enact  strong  rent-control  laws 
and  where  the  landlord  is  king.  Gentrification  is  the  symbol  of  a  society  with  no  conscience. 

John  Smith  is  the  pseudonym  of  a  reader  in  Florida. 


“Speaking  Out”  is  part  of  our  continuing  effort  to  provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion 
for  the  community.  We  encourage  you  to  send  your  ideas,  feelings  and  comments 
to  us  and  we  encourage  you  to  respond  to  any  ideas  expressed  in  this  space.  Sub¬ 
missions  to  “Speaking  Out”  should  be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE  SPACED,  and,  if 
possible,  held  to  under  5  pages  in  length.  The  opinions  expressed  in  “Speaking 
Out”  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the  views  of  the  newspaper,  the  staff  or  the  adver¬ 
tisers.  Write  c/o  Speaking  Out,  GCN,  167  Tremont  St.,  5th  FI.,  Boston,  MA  02111 


Salary /Benefits:  $  150/week  and  fully 
paid  health  and  life  insurance,  sick  time 
and  three  weeks’  paid  vacation.  Each 
position  offers  the  staff  member  respon¬ 
sibility  for  his/her  own  job,  with  some 
flexible  hours  and  ample  room  for  in¬ 
novation. 

To  apply,  please  send  resume  and 
cover  letter  immediately  to:  GCN  Search 
Committee,  Gay  Community  News,  167 
Tremont  Street,  5th  Floor,  Boston,  MA 
02111. 

Lesbians  and  gay  men  of  color  are  par¬ 
ticularly  encouraged  to  apply. 


Defense  Committee 
Update 

Some  important  events  ahead:  The 
Duke  Watch  will  sponsor  an  action  at  a 
private  home  on  Beacon  Hill  on  Tues¬ 
day,  November  12  at  5:30  p.m....  New 
people  are  encouraged  to  attend  a  com¬ 
munity  coordinating  meeting  on 
Wednesday,  November  13  at  7  p.m.... 
And  a  Day  of  Protest  will  be  held  at  the 
State  House  on  Monday,  November  25 
to  commemorate  passage  of  the  anti-gay 
and  -lesbian  foster  care  policy.  For 
details  about  these  events,  call  the  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Defense  Committee  at 
628-6007.  For  information  about 
“Foster  Equality”  buttons  and  T-shirts, 
write  GLDC,  PO  Box  225,  Somerville, 
MA  02144. 


Gay  Community  News  is 
now  in  its  thirteenth  year  of 
publication.  Have  you  sub¬ 
scribed  yet?  You  save  $21.00 
off  the  newsstand  price  when 
you  purchase  a  one-year  sub¬ 
scription.  (So  do  it  today  and 
don’t  miss  another  issue!) 


Send  me  Gay  Community  News! 


My  name  is _ Address _ 

City _ State _ Zip _ 

New  Subscription  □  Renewal  □ 

1  year  $29.00  $ 
25  weeks  $17.50  $ 
25  weeks/low  income  $10.00  $ 

I  would  like  to  contribute  towards  a  free 
subscription  for  a  lesbian  or  gay  prisoner.  $ 

Enclosed  is  my  check  or  money  order  for  $ 

These  rales  are  for  subscriptions  within  the  USA.  Add  50%  for  foreign, 
including  Canada.  Amounts  received  in  excess  will  be  considered  donations, 
which  are  greatly  appreciated. 

Mail  to:  GCN  Subscriptions,  167  Tremont  Street.  Boston,  MA  02111 

GCN  is  published  by  a  non-profit  educational  foundation. 
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INDIVIDUAL/GROUP/COUPLE 
•  GAY-SENSITIVE  THERAPY 


COPLEY  SQUARE  -  BOSTON,  MA 
617-266-2240 

HEALTH  INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 


NICARAGUAN  COFFEE! 

Solidarity  begins  with  your  morning  coffee 

Ground:  regular  or  water-processed  decaf,  $60/casc 
(24  8.75  oz.  bags) 

Whole  Beans:  $60 /case  (five  2.2  lb.  bags) 
U.P.S.  shipping  included 
Mail  check  to:  Adelante  Trading,  Inc. 

P.O.  Box  1563 
Department  G 
New  York,  NY  10025 
(212)  781-4040 


SAFER  SEX 

with  MAN-TO  MAN  Condoms 

Specifically  Designed  for  the  Gay  Man 


□  1  box  of  3  <&’  $4.50  □  5  boxes  of  3  (&  $21.00 
NJ  residents  add  6%  sales  tax 

Name _ 

Street  _ _ 

City. _ State _ Zip _ 

Lfisbuut--  oum£d 

CHOICES  PO  Box  104  \  •  Lambert vi lie,  NJ  08530 


Pack*  ty 


place 

32  RUTLAND  STREET 
BOSTON  MASSACHUSETTS  02118 


Hotline 

267-9150 


•Crisis  Intervention 
•  Information  &  Referrals 


•Alcohol  &  Drug  Problems 
•Stress  &  Depression/Suicide 
•Sexuality 
•Battering/Rape 
•Homelessness 
•Drop-In  Center 


Place  is  seeking  volunteers 
Use  your  life  experiences  as  tools  for 
helping  others.  We  provide  training, 
supervision,  and  a  supportive 
community  in  which  to  learn,  develop 
and  practice  counseling  skills. 

Cell  PLACE  262-3740 


REAL  PAPER  AWARDS 

Best  Auto  Mechanic 


J&S  Automotive 

277  Northampton  Street 

Boston 


It  looks  like  a  big  commercial  garage 
but  there  are  all  these  weird  little 
things  about  it  Reggae  music  is 
blasting  away  signs  for  political  and 
union  moetinqs  are  taped  up  the 
mechanic,  might  be  a  woman,  and 
si  metunes  it  s  hard  to  find  anyone  in 
r.harqe  J  A  S  has  been  Boston  s  hip 
i-est  garage  for  years  and  years  and 


tor' the  last  few  years,  it  s  also  been 
the  oest  Even  when  they  didn  t  know 
how  to  fix  everything,  they  never 
cheated  anybody  or  covered  up  So. 
over  the  years,  they  kept  learning  new 
makes  and  new  techniques,  and  now 
can  repair  about  'anything  Their 
speciality  is  still  the  prepollution 
equipment  on  Dodge  Darts  and 
Plymouth  Valiants.  thos6  classics  of 
reliability  Bui  they  re  ready  for 
anything  and  did  most  of  the  work  on 
the  antique  vehicles  for  the  movie 
The  Brinks  Job 


(Reprinted  from  Real  Paper  Best  ot  Boston  Fall.  1980 ) 


BODY  WORK  TOO 

J&S  AUTOMOTIVE,  277  Northampton  St. 

267-0300 


One  Block  From  Mass  Ave  Busline 


-Floram  Travel,  Inc. - 

1-800-524-2143 

All  Major  Credit- Cards  Accepted 
No  Service  Charges 
Lowest  Prices 


Low 
Low  Low 
Rates  on 
Air-Hotels- 
Cars  &  Ships 


Exotic  Ports 
Exciting  Cruises 
Romantic  Resorts 


Pentagon  to  Test  Personnel 

Continued from  page  1 


vicemember  is  gay  or  an  in¬ 
travenous  drug  user.  Wyro  said, 
however,  that  an  attempt  is  being 
made  to  insure  that  information 
gathered  for  medical  reasons  be 
restricted  to  as  few  people  as  possi¬ 
ble.  He  did  not  say  what  that  at¬ 
tempt  might  be,  and  admitted  that 
there  is  ultimately  no  confiden¬ 
tiality  between  a  member  of  the 
armed  forces  and  the  military 
medical  personnel. 

Under  the  policy  as  announced 
in  the  memo,  however,  military 
personnel  who  reveal  that  they  are 
gay  or  intravenous  drug  users  in 
the  process  of  HTLV-II1  counsel¬ 
ing  will  be  given  an  administrative 
discharge  characterized  as  being 
“at  the  convenience  of  the  govern¬ 
ment.”  This  discharge  must  be  in¬ 
itiated  by  medical  personnel,  pro¬ 
cessed  by  a  board  of  officers,  and 
ultimately  approved  by  the 
secretary  of  the  military  branch. 
Generally,  homosexuality  is  con¬ 
sidered  “incompatible  with 


military  service,”  and  people  may 
be  discharged  on  the  grounds  they 
are  gay  or  lesbian. 

Many  gay  and  anti-military  ac¬ 
tivists  question  the  reasons  the 
military  may  have  for  testing  all 
personnel,  and  the  assurances  that 
information  will  be  kept  as  con¬ 
fidential  as  possible.  Joe 
Schuman,  a  gay  military  counselor 
and  lawyer,  said,  “If  the  test  is  go¬ 
ing  to  be  a  one-shot  deal,  it’s  not 
well  adapted  to  the  purpose  of 
preventing  the  spread  of  the 
disease.  If  the  military  were  really 
concerned  with  people  becoming 
exposed,  they  would  test  people 
periodically,  for  people  become 
exposed  as  time  goes  on.” 
Schuman  also  said  he  believes  the 
military  may  have  other  reasons 
for  HTLV-III  antibody  testing: 
“They  might  not  be  trying  to  do 
what  they  say  they’re  trying  to  do. 
One  in  ten,  perhaps  one  in  twenty 
of  the  people  who  are  antibody¬ 
positive  go  on  to  develop  AIDS. 


But,  at  least  preliminarily,  it  looks 
like  one  in  four  to  one  in  two  of 
adult  gay  men  may  come  back 
antibody-positive.  So  whereas  it’s 
a  bad  test  for  who  will  get  AIDS, 
it’s  a  fair  test  of  who  is  gay.” 

Schuman  welcomes  the  attempt 
by  the  government  to  restrict  ac¬ 
cess  to  medical  files,  but  said,  “I 
would  not  rely  on  that  suggestive 
prospect.  Ifs  no  promise  that 
things  will  be  confidential,  and 
they  could  just  as  easily  bind 
themselves  to  confidentiality  as 
say  ‘we’ll  try.’  ”  He  went  on  to  say 
that  “the  number-one  loyalty  of 
military  medical  personnel  is  to  the 
command.  What  you  tell  your 
doctor  ends  up  in  your  file.  I  sug¬ 
gest  that  service  people  who  test 
positive  should  have  outside 
medical  and  legal  help,  and  that 
you  shouldn’t  answer  questions  to 
military  personnel  without  talking 
to  a  civilian  counselor  first.” 

—  filed  from  Boston 


Tell  'em  you  saw  it  in  GCN\ 


SPECIAL  TITLES  INCLUDE: 

WOMEN  in  CINEMA 
& 

GAY  THEMES  IN  FILM 

MIDWEEK  SPECIAL  -  10%  off  all 


WOMEN’S  MUSIC 
JAZZ 

CLASSICAL 
RHYTHM  &  BLUES 


ARBORWAY 
VIDEO  &  SOUND 

55  South  Street,  Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 


albums  and  tapes 

(Tues  &  Wed  only) 


HOURS: 

Mon.  -  Sat.  10am  ’til  9pm 
Sun.  Noon  ’til  7pm 


GCN 


SPECIAL  BENEFIT  FOR 
AIDS  ACTION  COMMITTEE 
Thursday,  Nov.  7th,  7:00  &  9:30  PM 

Featuring  Appearances  by  Filmmaker  and  Stars 


ARTHUR  J.  BRESSAN,  JR.s 

BUDDIES 


...THE  FIRST  DRAMATIC 
MOVIE  ABOUT  AIDS 


BUDDIES  •  STARRING  GEOFF  EDHOLM  AND  DAVID  SCHACHTER  •  AN  ARTHUR  J. 
BRESSAN,  JR.  PRODUCTION  •  JEFFREY  OLMSTED  ORIGINAL  SCORE  •  CARL  TEITELBAUM 
CINEMATOGRAPHY  •  STEVE  HIRSCH  SOUND  •  FREDERICK  SCHMINKE  EXECUTIVE 
PRODUCER  •  JOHN  HARTIS  ASSOCIATE  PRODUCER  •  WRITTEN.  PRODUCED,  DIRECTED 
BY  ARTHUR  J.  BRESSAN,  JR.  •  A  FILM  AND  VIDEO  WORKSHOP  INC.  PRESENTATION. 

From  New  Line  Cinema 


©  New  Line  Cinemo  Corp  MCMLXXXV 


- plus'- 


Regular  Engagement 
Starts  Friday,  Nov.  8th 


ORSON 

WELLES 

CINEMA 


1001  Massachusetts  Avenue  Cambridge  868-3600  I 
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Gay /Lesbian  History  in  a  Nutshell 


Bv  Mickey  Budnick 

Nearly  60  people  turned  out  at 
Northeastern  University’s  Snell 
Hall  on  Thursday,  October  17  to 
hear  University  of  North  Carolina 
historian  Dr.  John  D’Emilio  speak 
on  “The  Making  of  a  Homosexual 
Minority.” 

The  seminar,  sponsored  by  the 
Northeastern  University  Sexual 
Preference  Coalition,  was  a  sum¬ 
mary  of  D’Emilio’s  research  on 
the  emergence  of  a  defined  gay  and 
lesbian  subculture  in  the  United 
States.  His  work  culminated  in  the 
publication  of  Sexual  Politics, 
Sexual  Communities  in  1983. 

“In  1974,  the  term  ‘Gay 
History’  seemed  a  contradiction. 
Silence,  invisibility,  and  isolation 
were  what  the  liberationists  saw  as 
our  past,”  D’Emilio  commented 
in  his  opening  remarks. 

D’Emilio  noted  that  the  1969 
Stonewall  riots,  which  “exploded 
the  consciousness  of  gay  men  and 
lesbians”  and  is  viewed  as  the  birth 
of  the  modern  gay  liberation 
movement,  had  not  erupted  from 
a  vacuum.  Although  it  was 
primarily  underground,  an  in¬ 
tricate  gay  minority  had  been 
defining  and  organizing  itself 
throughout  the  course  of  the 
decades  preceding  Stonewall. 

D’Emilio  became  interested  in 
writing  his  dissertation  on  gay 
history  while  a  graduate  student  in 
New  York  City.  He  concluded  that 
it  should  be  possible  to  uncover  the 
hidden  origins  of  the  gay  liberation 
movement.  With  understandable 
trepidation,  he  approached  his 
(straight)  thesis  advisor  with  his 
proposal.  His  advisor  surprisingly 
replied,  “Great  idea!  But  don’t 
you  think  you  should  narrow  your 
topic?” 

D’Emilio’s  initial  investigations 
were  frustrating;  pseudonyms 
hampered  the  possibilities  of  iden- 

tiCying  an d  interviewing  many  ear- 

ly  organizers.  Gradually,  however, 
D’Emilio  was  able  to  uncover  a 
wealth  of  information  in  the 
records  and  newsletters  of  the  ear¬ 


ly  Mattachine  Society,  one  of  the 
first  of  the  “homophile’’ 
organizations  that  emerged  during 
the  1950s. 

“Gay  politics  [in  the  U.S.]  did 
not  start  with  Stonewall.  Stretch¬ 
ing  back  to  the  1950s,  [the  homo¬ 
phile  movement]  had  made  im¬ 
pressive  gains.  They  established 
the  right  to  publish  material,  meet 
publicly,  brought  the  first  court 
challenges,  and  established 
dialgoue  with  professionals.” 


Most  significantly,  says 
D’Emilio,  the  early  homophile 
movement  established  gay  men 
and  lesbians  as  an  oppressed 
minority. 

“Blacks,  workers,  women  had  a 
history  of  resistance  in  the  United 
States.  Why  not  gays  and  lesbian? 
Why  was  it  only  in  1950  that  an 
organized  movement  began  to 
develop?”  asked  D’Emilio. 

D’Emilio  directed  the  majority 
of  his  90-minute  talk  to  the  social 
climates  that  facilitated  or 
hindered  emergence  of  a  sense  of 
gay  identity  and  community.  He 
paused  initially  to  clarify  his  work¬ 
ing  definition  of  what  it  means  to 
develop  a  gay  identity.  “[There 
must  be]  strong  sexual  or  emo¬ 
tional  attachment  to  the  same  sex, 
and  a  recognition  that  this  attrac¬ 
tion  sets  you  apart.  This  motivates 
you  to  act  by  consciously  sear¬ 
ching  out  people  like  you.  Finally, 
you  construct  personal  relation¬ 
ships  that  revolve  around  your  sex¬ 
ual  identity.” 

In  a  society  that  is  dominated  by 
heterosexual  social  constructs,  the 
appearance  of  gay  identity  did  not 
come  easily.  “[In  Colonial 


America]  there  was  no  social  space 
for  constructing  a  way  of  life.  The 
word  “homosexual”  doesn’t  exist. 
The  family  was  the  structure  which 
was  essential  for  survival.  The 
family  produced  the  necessities  of 
life.  High  fertility  was  necessary 
for  survival-for-labor.  There  were 
laws  against  being  single!” 

In  the  late  nineteenth  century, 
there  began  to  appear  evidence  in 
medical  journals  of  the  existence 
of  homosexuals.  The  doctors 


claimed  to  be  “discovering” 
homosexuality  and  defined  it  as  a 
“condition.”  After  reviewing  the 
documents  of  the  period, 
D’Emilio  concluded  that  the 
1880s- 1890s  provided  the  first 
evidence  that  suggested  the 
emergence  of  a  society  of  sexual 
“deviants.”  D’Emilio  claims  that 
the  rise  of  an  industrial,  capitalist 
society  was  a  factor  in  the  timing 
of  this  emergence. 

“In  a  free  labor  system,  as  op¬ 
posed  to  a  cooperative, 
family/agricultural  society,  as  in¬ 
dividuals  can  detach  themselves 
from  the  family.  Capitalism  made 
it  possible  for  a  sexual  and  emo¬ 
tional  desire  to  evolve  into  a 
homosexual  society.”  However, 
as  capitalism  developed,  the  sexist 
division  of  labor  remained, 
resulting  in  less  opportunity  for 
lesbians  to  explore  the  same 
freedoms  as  their  male  counter¬ 
parts  . 

World  War  II  created  an  entirely 
unique  situation.  It  took  12 
million  people,  some  of  whom 
already  had  an  emerging  sense  of 
their  identity,  out  of  their  homes 
and  placed  them  in  sex-segregated 


environments.  Many  tended  not  to 
return  to  the  small  towns  of  their 
childhood  and  instead  settled  in 
urban  areas  where  they  began  to 
form  a  social  group. 

Throughout  the  1950s,  the 
social  and  political  climate  con¬ 
tinued  to  instill  a  sense  of  com¬ 
munity  among  gays  and  lesbians. 
Soon  after  the  war,  the  Kinsey 
reports  were  published,  and  the 
figures  on  the  prevalence  of 
homosexual  behavior  made 
isolated  gays  and  lesbians  feel 
much  less  alone  in  their  desires. 
The  advent  of  McCarthyism  saw 
more  people  losing  their  jobs  for 
allegedly  being  homosexual  than 
for  being  communists.  Police 
harassment  was  on  the  rise. 

“Suddenly  the  gay  community 
was  having  the  collective  ex¬ 
perience  of  suffering,”  said 
D’Emilio.  The  Mattachine  and 
Daughters  of  Bilitis  came  into 
organization  with  a  new  message: 
this  treatment  of  gays  and  lesbians 
was  undeserved.  The  1960s  tide  of 
civil-rights  and  anti-war  civil 
disobedience  led  to  the  first,  small 
organized  gay  and  lesbian  pro¬ 


tests.  “By  the  time  of  the  Stone¬ 
wall  riots,  large  numbers  of  gays 
and  lesbians  had  already  begun  to 
view  themselves  differently.” 

In  concluding  his  talk,  D’Emilio 
commented  on  the  insights  he  be¬ 
lieved  could  be  derived  from  his 
work. 

‘‘Sexuality  must  be  looked  at  in 
historical  terms.  Human  sexuality 
is  malleable,  not  a  fixed  biological 
drive.  Sexuality  became  a  signifi¬ 
cant  aspect  of  social  structure;  the 
notion  of  sexual  identity  began  to 


more  actively  shape  social  life.  We 
also  must  confront  that  the  history 
of  sexuality  in  America  is  a  story 
of  oppression,  power,  and  politics. 
Sex  in  American  society  has  ex¬ 
isted  as  a  weapon  of  social  control, 
and  therefore  has  been  made 
political.” 

D’Emilio  tended  to  speak  of  the 
gay  and  lesbian  liberation  move¬ 
ment  in  terms  of  a  continuous  pro¬ 
gression  of  successes,  several  times 
referring  to  the  impressive  gains 
made  “from  Stonewall  to  the  pre¬ 
sent  time.”  During  the  question- 
and-answer  period,  he  was  given 
the  opportunity  to  comment  on 
the  realities  of  the  current  status  of 
the  gay  liberation  movement, 
which  is  faced  with  a  strong,  anti¬ 
gay  backlash  due  at  least  in  part  to 
the  AIDS  epidemic. 

“[The  anti-gay  backlash  and  the 
rise  of  the  far  right]  is  evidence  of 
the  power  and  success  of  the  gay 
liberation  movement.  It  would  not 
exist  if  the  gay  movement  had  not 
been  so  successful.  The 
homophobic  hostility  must  have 
been  latent;  AIDS  can  tap  this  la¬ 
tent  hostility.  The  important  thing 


is  the  response  of  the  gay  com¬ 
munity.  [The  epidemic]  is  creating 
new  levels  of  organization  and 
response  within  the  gay  com¬ 
munity.” 


Northeastern ’s  Sexual • 

Preference  Coalition  will  also 
present  an  AIDS  forum  on 
November  14. 


[The  epidemic]  is  creating  new 
levels  of  organization  and 
response  within  the  gay 
community . 


By  the  time  of  the  Stonewall 
riots ,  large  numbers  of  gays  and 
lesbians  had  already  begun  to 
view  themselves  differently. 


RED  SUN  PRESS 

94  Green  Street  •  Jamaica  Plain,  MA  021 30 


Red  Sun  Press  does  high  quality 
offset  printing  and  provides 
typesetting  and  layout  services. 

We  are  a  union  shop  and  are  part 
of  the  movement  for  political,  economic 
and  social  change 

^ ^ 

Call  for  an  estimate,  524-6822  •  M-F  9:00-5:30 


the  boston  alliance  of  gay 
and  lesbian  youth 


The  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Youth  (BAGLY)  meets 
weekly  on  Wednesdays.  Women’s 
Group  meeting  is  at  6:00 
p.m.,  new  person’s  meeting  is 
from  6:30  -  7:30.  The  general 
meetings  and  group  discussions 
are  from  7:30  -  9:00  p.m..  For  in¬ 
terested  youth  22  and  under. 
Come  by  any  Wednesday  to 
Evangelist  Church,  35  Bowdoin 
Street  (Beacon  Street)  or  call  for  in¬ 
fo:  497-8282 


bagly 


with  special  guest 
singer/songwriter 

Patty  Larkin 


FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  (617)  547-1378 


Allegro  Productions  Presents 

AN  EVENING  OF  FEMINIST  HUMOR  WITH 

Kate  Clinton 

delightful . . .  sharp . .  outrageously  irreverent! 


Saturday,  November  23 

8:00  p.m. 
Strand  Theatre 
543  Columbia  Rd.,  Dorchester  Q 

Sign  Language  Interpreted 
Tickets  $9  in  advance,  $10  at  the  door 

all  seats  reserved 
tickets  available  from:  Sandy's  Music, 
Out  of  Town  Tickets,  Glad  Day  Bookshop, 
Red  Bookstore,  Hub  Tickets,  ConcertCharge  497-1 118, 
or  by  mail:  send  check/money  order  and  S.A.S.E 
to:  Allegra  Productions,  P.O.  Box  469, 
Cambridge,  MA  02238 


Jan  Clausen:  Work  that 
Engages  the  Complexity 
and  Orneriness  of  the  World 


by  Louise  Rice  9 

Jan  Clausen  is  a  lesbian,  feminist,  political  activist, 
and  writer.  She  was  a  co-founder  and  co-editor  of  Condi¬ 
tions  magazine,  and  has  over  the  past  decade  written 
poetry,  prose,  and  fiction.  Among  her  works  are  Mother, 
Sister,  Daughter,  Lover,  and  her  recent  novel,  Sinking, 
Stealing. 

/  have  been  drawn  to  Jan’s  writing  particularly 
because  it  spoke  to  my  experience  as  a  lesbian  and  as  a 
mother.  Children,  mothers,  and  the  contradictions  they 
raise  for  us  as  lesbians,  are  highly  visible  in  Jan’s  writing. 
She  approaches  her  subjects  with  humor  and  insight  into 
their  strengths,  foibles,  and  insecurities,  whether  they  are 
adults  or  children,  politically  correct  or  not.  Because  I  felt 
an  immediate  connection  to  Sinking,  Stealing,  I  agreed 
with  my  lover  and  co-parent,  Tess  Ewing,  to  interview 
Jan  Clausen  for  GCN. 

Louise:  What  made  you  decide  to  write  from  the 
perspective  of  a  “non -biological  parent"? 

Jan:  Parenting  has  been  a  big  part  of  my  life,  for  about 
ten  years  now.  The  novel  as  it  came  to  me  was  a  picture  of 
a  woman  and  a  kid  sitting  in  a  greasy  spoon  somewhere. 
The  story  spun  itself  around  that,  and  turned  into  the  story 
of  a  woman  who  is  a  parent  to  a  child  to  whom  she  has  no 
legal  relationship.  It  filled  itself  in  with  a  lot  of  details  from 
my  own  life,  but  also  a  lot  of  imagination  about  what  my 
own  life  as  a  “Flommie”  —  to  use  the  word  that  Ericka 
uses  in  the  book  —  might  have  been  under  other  cir¬ 
cumstances. 

Louise:  Are  you  a  lot  like  Josie? 

Jan:  Not  specifically,  but  in  many  of  the  perceptions,  yes. 

Louise:  The  other  half  of  that  question  was,  how  much 
are  you  like  Ericka?  I  was  impressed  with  how  real  her 
voice  was.  She  sounded  just  like  a  ten-year-old. 


Jan:  In  terms  of  some  of  her  consciousness,  her  fan¬ 
tasies,  her  fears,  some  was  my  imagination,  and  some  of  it 
was  drawing  on  feelings  I  had  as  a  kid.  The  speech  pat¬ 
terns,  I  picked  up  from  living  with  a  ten-year-old. 

Louise:  One  of  the  things  about  the  book  is  the  theme  of 
loss:  the  characters  have  experienced  a  terrible  loss  and 
don’t  get  to  grieve  it,  because  they  are  struggling  to  keep 
each  other.  This  feels  like  what  we  are  going  through  all 
the  time.  We  are  struggling  to  keep  what  we’ve  got,  and 
we  could  lose  so  much  more.  You  had  a  tension  between 
Ericka ’s  father  and  his  upward  mobility,  on  the  one  hand, 
and  Josie,  on  the  other,  with  her  “outdated”  ’60s  values. 


Jan:  This  very  young  woman  at  my  work  complains  that 
I’m  old-fashioned,  like  the  ’60s,  always  protesting.  I  try  to 
say  that  it’s  not  old-fashioned:  the  same  old  things  need  to 
be  changed!  There  is  a  danger  of  a  certain  burnout  and 
cynicism  which  1  experience  in  my  own  life,  and  I  hope  I 
manage  in  the  book  to  convey  a  tension  between  cynicism 
and  having  enough  underlying  humor  and  warmth  to 
keep  us  going. 

Louise:  Where  do  you  think  feminist  writing,  feminist 
literature  is  at  this  point? 

Jan:  I  like  to  think  of  feminist  writing  in  this  country  as  a 
lot  broader  than  the  work  being  published  by  women’s 
presses.  I  support  the  women’s  press  movement,  but  I 


think  we’ve  gotten  into  a  kind  of  hothouse.  “Precious”  is  < 
funny  word,  but  I  think  it  applies,  in  a  political  way.  I  worn 
that  very  narrow  concepts  of  what  feminist  writing  is,  o: 
could  be,  or  should  be,  constrict  what  feminists  and  les 
bians  are  willing  to  try  to  write. 

I  think  sometimes  the  idea  is  put  out,  either  explicitly 
or  implicitly  by  reviewers  (or  those  writing  about  feminis 
writing)  that  what  we  are  supposed  to  be  doing  is  presen 
ting  positive  images  of  women  or  lesbians,  or  given  ethnic 
racial  or  class  groups.  That’s  a  concept  that  often  comes 
up  in  political  circles,  or  in  any  group  that  feels  (for  gooc 
reasons)  beleaguered  by  mainstream  society.  I  think  this 
can  result  in  very  simplistic  notions  of  what  a  positive  im 


age  is.  People  become  afraid  to  explore  their  fantasies  o: 
their  real  experiences  of  actual  life. 

My  writing,  and  most  of  the  writing  that  has  deep 
meaning  to  me,  is  about  the  world  the  way  it  is.  Not  that  i 
can’t  be  fantasy,  or  magical  realism,  but  it  somehow 
engages  with  the  complexity  and  often  the  hardness  anc 
orneriness  of  the  world. 

Tess:  It  seems  to  me  that  the  letter  to  GCN  criticizing  yoi 
for  anti-Semitism  represents  that  other  view,  writing  abou i 
things  the  way  they  ought  to  be. 

Jan:  One  of  the  things  that  letter  said  was  that  the  depic¬ 
tion  of  the  Jewish  father  was  that  he  was  upwardly  mobik 
and  materialistic.  I  think  that  the  implications  are  that  you 


Toward  the  end  of  the  ’70s  there  was  a  fantasy,  at  least 
for  certain  white,  predominantly  middle-class  feminists, 
that  the  community  was  a  main  thing.  I  guess  that 
illusion  has  fallen  apart,  but  maybe  it’s  just  as  well 
that  it  did. 


ave  to  pick  and  choose  what  you  show  of  the  ways  things 
sometimes  actually  are.  because  they  could  be  taken  the 
wrong  way.  And  I  think  I  agree  with  that  on  some  level, 
a  ere  are  certain  things  one  would  not  choose  to 
depict,  even  though  they  may  happen  in  real  life.  For  me, 
its  a  question  of  balance  and  proportion.  One  of  the 
things  that  I  tried  to  do  was  show  a  range  of  Jewish 
characters  with  different  values,  different  lifestyles  doing 
different  things,  because  that’s  the  way  things  are  You 
can  argue  about  how  well  I  did  that  in  the  book.  I  hope  the 
memory  of  Rhea  and  the  presence  of  Ericka’s  grand¬ 
mother  is  some  kind  of  counterbalance. 

1  think  the  familial  relationship  of  people  who  are 
Jewish  and  people  who  are  not  Jewish  living  in  the  same 
household  is  an  important  theme  of  the  book,  but  it  cer¬ 
tainly  was  understated.  The  book  is  set  at  the  end  of  the 
70s,  a  time  when  the  general  discussion  of  Jewish  identi¬ 
ty,  and  a  lot  of  other  identity  issues,  wasn’t  nearly  as  well 
defined  or  explicit  as  it  is  now.  I  wanted  to  deal  with  it  in 
ways  that  reflect  my  own  experience  —  the  coming  to 
some  more  awareness  about  anti-Semitism,  about  Jewish 


now,  and  for  all  the  things  I’ve  liked  about  it,  I'm  also  look¬ 
ing  foward  to  leading  a  separate  life  as  not  a  parent.  Part 
of  me  feels  some  dread  about  the  separation  from  friends 
who  will  be  plunged  into  the  world  of  very  early  childhood 
and  the  absorption  of  it. 


Louise:  We're  going  to  hit  the  streets,  and  everybody's 
going  to  be  home  with  their  babies!  I  do  think  that  has  to 
do  with  the  '80s,  that  people  are  seeking  out  personal 
solutions  to  the  alienation  and  hopelessness  we  see  all 
around  us.  1  think  sometimes  there  is  a  lot  of  enthusiasm 
for  babies  and  little  kids  and  not  so  much  for  kids  that  are 
in  the  ages  that  most  of  our  kids  are  in  most  of  the  time.  It's 
such  a  short  period  that  they  are  little.  For  me  as  a  lesbian, 
raising  two  adolescents,  I  feel  pretty  alone  a  lot  of  the 
time.  While  the  kids  have  other  kids  in  their  schools  that 
have  lesbian  mothers,  I  don’t  feel  a  lot  of  support  from 
that  community. 

From  the  book,  I  had  a  real  sense  that  the  lesbian 
community  was  not  in  great  shape  in  terms  of  supporting 


The  book  is  set  at  the  end  of  the  ’70s,  a  time  when  the 
general  discussion  of  Jewish  identity,  and  a  lot  of  other 
identity  issues,  wasn’t  nearly  as  well  defined  or  explicit 
as  it  is  now .  I  wanted  to  deal  with  it  in  ways  that 
reflected  my  own  experience  —  the  coming  to  some 
awareness  about  anti-Semitism,  about  Jewish  life  and 
Jewish  issues  of  somebody  who  is  from  the  Pacific 
Northwest  —  but  without  addressing  it  head-on . 


life  and  Jewish  issues  of  somebody  who  is  from  the  Pacific 
Northwest  —  but  without  addressing  it  head-on. 

This  touches  on  another  problem,  which  is  the  issue 
approach  to  looking  at  a  book:  is  it  about  life  or  is  it  about 
being  an  “x”  or  a  “y,”  experiencing  “x”  or  “y”  problem? 
It’s  a  very  delicate  balance.  The  raising  of  identity  issues  is 
a  very  good  thing.  But  it  is  a  danger  in  fiction  to  make 
characters  representatives  of  one  particular  experience.  In 
my  life,  I  don’t  want  to  be  a  representative  of  one  par¬ 
ticular  identity  or  two  or  four.  When  I  work  in  CISPES 
(Committee  in  Solidarity  with  People  of  El  Salvador)  I 
don’t  want  to  be  only  seen  as  a  lesbian.  I  want  to  be  out,  I 
want  to  be  comfortable  about  who  I  am,  but  I  don’t  want  to 
be  in  a  one-dimensional  category. 

Louise:  Is  there  anything  else  you  want  to  say  about  the 
criticisms  raised  in  the  letter? 


Josie.  She  was  left  alone  in  the  time  she  was  grieving,  and 
facing  the  loss  of  Ericka.  I  experience  that  in  the  way  peo¬ 
ple  are  dropping  away  from  multi-issue  politics,  looking 
for  a  single  focus  or  issue.  Do  you  think  that  this  is  what  is 
happening  with  the  lesbian  community,  or  is  it  more  just  a 
silence? 

Jan:  I  don’t  know;  I  feel  like  we  are  many  different  com¬ 
munities.  Toward  the  end  of  the  70s  there  was  a  fantasy, 
at  least,  for  certain  white,  predominantly  middle-class 
feminists,  that  the  community  was  a  main  thing.  I  guess 
that  illusion  has  fallen  apart,  but  maybe  it’s  just  as  well 
that  it  did.  1  feel  personally  now  drawn  to  political  groups 
that  are  multi-issue  or  take  me  outside  the  women’s  com¬ 
munity.  I  fry  to  come  back  and  get  support  from  friends, 
but  there’s  not  the  same  equivalence  between  my  com- 


or  not  it  is  the  most  fulfilling  thing  in  your  life.  But  it  also 
gives  me  something.  Interacting  with  the  political  com¬ 
munity  teaches  me  things  about  the  world  and  about 
social  structures.  It  does  reinvigorate  me  in  certain  ways 
for  writing,  too.  But  often  I  feel  it’s  not  the  thing  I’m  most 
comfortable  with. 

Louise:  There’s  always  a  tension  in  GCN  over  whether 
we  should  be  covering  just  gay  issues,  or  Central  America, 
or  left  politics  in  general.  Do  you  have  anything  to  say 
about  why  it’s  important  for  us  as  lesbians  and  gays  to  be 
involved  in  a  broader  range  of  politics? 

Jan:  We  live  in  the  world,  right?  I  guess  my  original  kernel 
of  an  idea  about  feminism  —  when  1  was  real  young, 
before  I  knew  there  was  feminism,  before  I  knew  I  was  a 
lesbian  —  was  that  somehow  1  had  a  right  to  participate  in 
the  world.  I  had  a  lot  of  role  definitions  put  on  me  that  said 
that  I  couldn’t  do  this  and  I  couldn’t  do  that,  but  I  was 
always  curious  and  I  always  wanted  to  know  what  was  go¬ 
ing  on.  I  wanted  to  be  a  part  of  it.  That’s  how  I  feel  about 
being  a  lesbian  and  how  I  would  hope  anybody  feels  about 
being  gay. 

That  also  carries  with  it  certain  obligations.  Number 
one,  I  hope  it’s  only  stating  the  obvious  that  gay  people 
are  Central  Americans,  are  people  of  different  identities, 
of  all  different  oppressions.  To  be  an  activist  about  Central 
America  is  to  involve  yourself  with  something  that  con¬ 
cerns  gay  people  —  but  it  goes  beyond  that.  1  don’t  think 
my  experience  as  a  lesbian  is  anywhere  near  the  world’s 
most  oppressed  experience.  I’d  feel  like  a  jerk  if  I  didn’t 
feel  like  it  was  part  of  my  human  duty  to  be  connected  to 
all  those  other  struggles. 


Louise:  I  like  that.  I  really  enjoyed  every  bit  of  the  scene 
in  Sinking,  Stealing  where  they  visit  the  lesbian  separatist 
commune.  I  like  the  fun  you  had  with  it.  That  is  one  aspect 
of  our  culture  that  started  in  a  good  place  and  has  ended 
up  in  a  totally  banal  place.  It  reminded  me,  as  a  parent  of 
two  sons,  of  the  anti-male  feelings  that  occurred  in  the 
early  70s.  You  appear  to  reject  that  feeling  that  men  can't 
be  worked  with,  and  respected. 

Jan:  One  of  the  things  that  has  always  made  me  angry 
about  all  forms  of  political  correctness,  not  just  in  the 
women’s  movement,  is  that  the  one  right  way  to  do  things 
or  to  think  will  change  in  the  next  five  years  to  something 
completely  different. 

Louise:  Anything  else  you  want  to  say? 

Jan:  I  know  that  parenting  is  a  hot  issue  for  a  lot  of  les¬ 
bians  now,  and  1  am  glad  the  book  is  getting  attention  for 
that.  I  hope  that  in  the  longer  term  it  will  also  be  viewed  as 
a  book  about  a  lot  of  other  parts  of  living  as  a  lesbian.  1 


I  feel  ambivalent  about  [the  lesbian  baby  boom].  The 
bottom  line  is  that  I’ve  lived  as  a  parent  for  a  long 
time  now ,  and  for  all  the  things  I’ve  liked  about  it. 
I’m  also  looking  forward  to  leading  a  separate  life  as 
not  a  parent. 


Jan:  I  feel  the  question  of  how  a  non-Jew  deals  with  help¬ 
ing  to  raise  a  Jewish  child  is  certainly  an  important  and 
sensitive  one  (and  one  I’ve  dealt  with  as  an  issue  in  my 
own  life  over  a  period  of  years  now) ,  but  I  feel  Melanie 
Kaye  Kantrowitz’s  objection  to  how  this  is  handled  in  the 
novel  rests  on  a  fundamental  misapprehension,  since 
Josie’s  purpose  in  “kidnapping”  Ericka  is  not  to  remove 
her  permanently  frpm  the  home  of  her  Jewish  father,  but 
rather  to  negotiate  an  arrangement  whereby  her  own 
parental  relationship  to  Ericka  as  well  as  the  father’s  will  be 
recognized. 

Louise:  I  was  interested  in  the  way  you  saw  us  as 
parents.  At  times  I  ask  myself  how  legitimate  we  really  are 
as  parents.  We  are  fighting  for  the  right  just  to  be  parents 
these  days,  while  it’s  also  really  a  big  problem  to  be 
parents.  It  can  be  hard  and  it  takes  me  out  of  my  lesbian 
identity.  It’s  almost  impossible  to  be  a  mother  and  a  les¬ 
bian  at  the  same  time.  You’re  one  or  the  other.  You  are  at 
a  school  meeting  and  no  one  thinks  you’re  a  lesbian;  and 
when  I  do  work  at  GCN,  no  one  can  quite  get  why  I  can ’t 
be  available  on  weekends. 

Jan:  Then  there  is  the  invisibility  of  the  parent  who  is  not 
the  mother.  There  are  trade-offs.  In  certain  ways,  it  is 
definitely  easier  not  to  be  the  mother.  But  while  my  lover 
and  I  share  functional  parenting  duties,  there  isn’t  even  a 
name  for  what  we  are. 

Louise:  I  noticed  you  were  strongly  saying  you  were  not 
the  mother  in  the  book.  Tess  and  I  had  a  lot  of  struggles 
around  that,  trying  to  take  equal  parenting  roles,  before 
we  were  able  to  say  it  just  wasn ’t  so.  What  do  you  think  of 
the  lesbian  baby  boom? 

Jan:  It  feels  funny  to  me  to  be  living  with  a  fifteen-year- 
old,  feeling  like  I’m  coming  out  of  the  other  end  of  my 
parenting  experience,  seeing  so  many  people  my  own 
age  going  into  it.  I  feel  ambivalent  about  it.  If  people  want 
to  have  babies,  they  should  have  them.  Ten  years  ago 
most  lesbians  felt  it  wasn’t  an  option  for  them.  Now  it’s 
possible  and  that’s  neat. 

At  the  same  time  I  feel  some  pangs  of  abandonment 
or  separation.  Either,  “where  were  all  you  parenting  en¬ 
thusiasts  when  we  were  doing  this  ten  years  ago  and 
needed  support?”  or  no  one’s  talking  about,  “gee.  it’s 
hard  to  be  a  mother  and  it  impinges  on  your  life  a  lot."  The 
bottom  line  is  that  I’ve  lived  as  a  parent  for  a  long  time 


munity  as  where  I  do  my  political  work  and  where  I  live. 
As  far  as  a  general  level  of  activism,  I  think  maybe  things 
are  going  on  and  taking  different  forms. 

Louise:  Do  you  think  of  yourself  as  a  political  activist  or 
as  an  artist? 

Jan:  I  think  I  experience  a  certain  tension  between  being 
an  artist  and  being  an  activist.  It  comes  more  natural  to 
me  to  be  struggling  with  a  blank  page  than  to  be  in  a 
meeting  struggling  around  principles  of  unity.  Political  ac¬ 
tivism  is  something  I  do  out  of  a  sense  of  duty  or  out  of  a 
sense  that  this  is  another  human  activity,  like  brushing 
your  teeth  in  the  morning,  that  needs  to  be  done,  whether 


hope  that  won’t  get  lost.  I  liked  what  you  said  in  your 
review  about  the  journey  with  no  place  to  go  being  a 
metaphor  for  the  lesbian  experience. 

Louise:  It’s  certainly  easier  to  live  in  Cambridge,  or 
Berkeley,  as  a  lesbian  than  in  small-town  America,  with 
the  average  American  value  systems. 

Jan:  But  what  the  extremity  of  the  book’s  situation  does  is 
focus  you  on  all  the  ways  you  can  and  do  tune  out  what  is 
difficult  in  everyday  life.  When  an  extreme  situation  comes 
along,  you  realize  that,  and  you  see  all  that  is  weighing 
you  down. 
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Hear  great  music  &  support  GCN! 

Bright  Morning  Star 

benefit  concert  Sunday ,  Nor.  1 7 


•  LETTERHEADS 

•  ENVELOPES 

•  NCR  FORMS 

•  BUSINESS  CARDS 

•  TYPESETTING 

•  BINDERY  SERVICES 

•  QUALITY  2-COLOR  PRINTING 

•  BROCHURES/FLYERS 

•  HIGH-SPEED  COPYING 

•  COLLATING 

•  STAPLING 

•  GBC  BINDING 


COPLEY 

COPYYYY 

OFFSET  PRINTING  & 
INSTANT  DUPLICATION 
392  BOYLSTON  ST.  REAR 
BOSTON,  MASS.  02116 
617-267-9488 


FREE  PICK  UP  AND  DELIVERY 


WARD  &  LUND 

Ari  TORNEYS  AT  LAW 

John  P.  Ward, 

David  R.  Lund, 

Janice  Planter,  Barbara  J.  Macy 

•Criminal  Defense 

•Estate  Planning 

•Real  Estate  Transactions 

•Business  Representation 

•Domestic  Relations 

•Relationship  Agreements 

•Discrimination 

•Civil  Litigation 

•Probate  of  Estates 

•General  Practice  of  Law 

•Defense  of  Drunk  Drivers 

•Condominium  Conversion 

483  Beacon  Street,  Suite  1 1 

2266  Market  Street 

Boston,  MA02115 

San  Francisco,  CA  94114 

617-266-0760 

415-6264224 

Give  yourself  the  gift  of  health. 

•  Fr<v  initial  mnsuflaiions  •  Nutritional  counseling 

•  Non-lorce  tec  hniques  •  Exercise  programs 


Near  the  Porter  Square  7  i tut  ton 

(617)  628-9547 

instil  am  c  ac  ceptfcl  M(.'&  VISA  welc  nine 


DAVID  L.  COLLINS.  C.L.U. 

Insurance  for  all  your  needs 


Suite  830 

50  Congress  Street 
Boston.  Mass.  03109 


Call  Tall  Free  1-tOO-3Sl-31tS 


Orleans  Shopping  Plaza 

£  Orleans.  Mass  03643 

'  -  . 

1800352  3165 

-  -  - 


Gay  and  Lesbian 
Counseling  Services 


Two  groups  are  now  forming  at  the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Counseling 

Services  (GLCS): 

Adult  Children  of  Alcoholics 

A  time-limited  group  for  women  who  are  still  deeply  affected  by  the  family 
disease  of  alcoholism.  The  group  will  deal  with  the  issues  of  low  self¬ 
esteem;  trust  and  intimacy;  anger;  victimization;  and  relationships. 

Focus  will  be  on  tools  for  recovery  and  living. 

Friendship  &  Intimacy  for  Women 

A  time  limited  group  is  now  forming.  This  will  be  a  therapy,  support  group  in 
which  the  members  deal  with  issues  related  to  friendship  and  intimacy  in 
our  community. 

For  more  info  on  either  group,  please  call  Sarah  Davis  Smith,  M.  Div.  at 

GLCS. 

GLCS  is  a  licensed  mental  health  clinic  which  has  been  serving  the 
community  since  1971. 


Women  Perform 


Holly  Near  (above, 
right),  in  her  concert  to 
benefit  Boston  Mobiliza¬ 
tion  for  Survival  on 
Nov.  2,  included  a 
“Somewhere  Over  the 
Rainbow”  medley  in 
support  of  people  with 
AIDS. 

Odetta  (above,  left) 
and  Barbara  Higbie  and 
Teresa  Trull  (left)  joined 
the  roster  of  female, 
feminist  and  lesbian 
musicians  at  the  two-day 
Women’s  Music  Festival 
in  Arlington,  Mass.,  on 
Oct.  26. 


AUTO 

INSURANCE 

•  Rates  quoted  over  the  phone. 

•  Same  day  registration  service. 
Convenient  payment  plan. 

NO  SERVICE  FEES 
731-1015  782-0400 

Boston/Brookline  Allston/Brighton 

Kunevich  &  Lau 

Insurance  Agency 


Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 
Chiropractor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder  pain, 
Headaches,  Low  back  pain,  Bursitis,  Acute  and 
Chronic  Musculoskeletal  conditions  resulting 
from  occupationai  stress  and  nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appts.  Available,  232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


QAYELLOW  PAGES 

INFORMING  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY  SINCE  1973 
Accommodations .  AA  groups,  bars,  baths  book¬ 
stores.  businesses,  counselors,  dentists,  doctors, 
hotels,  lawyers,  mail  order,  media,  publications, 
organisations  religious  groups,  services,  social 
groups,  switchboards,  therapists,  travel  agents, 
etc  .  etc  .  etc  (area  codes  &  zip  codes  too') 

USA  &  CANADA  310. 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  S3  50;  includes 
Manhattan  bar  notes  &  women's  section 

SOUTHERN  EDITION  $3.50;  Alabama  Arkansas 
N  &  S  Carolina.  Florida.  Georgia.  Kansas.  Ken¬ 
tucky.  Louisiana.  Mississippi.  Missouri.  New 
Mexico.  Oklahoma.  Puerto  Rico.  Tennessee. 
Texas.  Virginia 

NORTHEAST  EDITION  $3.50:  Connecticut. 
Delaware,  District  ot  Columbia.  Maine.  Maryland. 
Massachusetts.  New  Hampshire.  Ohio.  Pennsylva¬ 
nia,  Rhode  Island.  Vermont.  W  Virginia 

SPARTACUS  INTERNATIONAL  GAY  GUIDE  tor  men 

$30;  The  rest  ot  the  world  does  not  include  USA  a 
Canada,  men  s  coverage  only 

Renaissance  House.  Box  292GCN  Village  Station. 
NY.  NY  10014  212-929-7720.  All  books  discreetly 
by  tirst  class  mail .  your  name  kept  strictly  confiden¬ 
tial  To  list  a  business  or  organization .  or  tor  further 
information,  send  stamped  sell-addressed 
business-size  envelope  Please  contact  us  let 
prices  outside  the  USA.  In  Canada,  order  from  Gtac 
Oay  Books.  648A  Yonge  St. .  Toronto.  Ontario  M4‘l 
2A6  416-961-4161  (chock  tor  prices) 


Ask  us  about  Gayetlow  Pages  on  making  labels! 


COUNSELING 
FOR  WOMEN 

Individual,  Couple  &  Group 
Counseling 

Call  247-4861,  ext  58 

520  Commonwealth  Avenue 
Kenmore  Square 
Sliding  Scale  Fee 
Health  Insurance  Accepted 


The  World  Seems  So  Dangerous 

that  you’re  afraid  to  leave  home.  You  panic  in 
crowds  and  strange  places.  The  anxiety  is  so  bad 
that  you  would  do  anything  to  avoid  it. 

Help  is  available. 


South  End  Counseling 

Methuen:  687-4383  / 

Boston:  437-9643 


Gay  Community  News 
ADVERTISING 
REPRESENTATIVE 

This  is  an  excellent  position  for  someone 
seeking  part  time  work  on  a  free-lance  basis 
(20%  commission)  with  a  friendly  and 
progressive  organization.  You  must  be 
responsible,  assertive,  and  knowledgeable 
about  GCN  (or  willing  to  learn). 

Call  Laurie  Sherman  426-4469 


gf 

m 


- 
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FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

i  <»»  IM7)  167-7573 


Open MomUy-SMutday  Appointment  tatvaa)  -  indigi  nalMili 

located  between  Audtonrfctm  and  Symphony  Coen  line  T  akapa 
owe  Math  neat  of  Mmmdwmtte  Awr.  at  BeifcteeCiliy  of  Mmic. 

1HTTENTCENTERED  HEALTH  CARE  IS  OUR  HALLMARK 

fedfamjr  •  Gcnenl  Medicine  ♦  hoWy  Planning  a  ttfanwrit  Health 
•  Getiatrkv  «  Mental  Health  ■»  Spate  Medicine  •  Nntdtkw  » 

Minor  Surgery  •  Smoaly  lYanamittod  Dteeaoe  •  Dermatology 

-  24-HOUR  ON-CALL  EMERGENCY  SERVICE 

-  OPEN  TO  AU.  REGARDLESS  OF  RESIDENCE 

-  REASONABLE  FEES/BAYMENT  PLANS 

-  MAJOR  INSURANCE  AND  VISA/MASTERCARD  ACCEPTED 


M  YEARS  Of  QUALITY  H8AITH  CARS  TO  BOSTON'S  USBMfWQV 
COMMUNITY  AND  BACK  BACK  RMrrrENWtar  STUOENT  4k  EUmiir  RESDCNTC 
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Georgia  Sodomy  Case 


Continued  from  page  1 
the  Supreme  Court’s  ruling  on 
Doe  v  Commonwealth’s  Attorney 
for  City  of  Richmond  Virginia. 
The  plaintiffs  in  that  case  were  gay 
men  who  argued  that  Virginia’s 
sodomy  law  infringed  on  their 
rights,  including  their  right  to 
privacy.  A  district  court  ruled  that 
the  plaintiffs  had  no  standing  to 
challenge  the  law,  since  they  had 
not  been  arrested  under  it.  The 
Supreme  Court  summarily  affirm¬ 
ed  the  lower  court’s  judgement. 
The  11th  Circuit  reasoned  that 
Doe  was  not  binding  because  the 
Court  had  not  ruled  on  the  merits 
of  the  case. 

Kathy  Wilde,  Hardwick’s  at¬ 
torney,  called  the  Court’s  accep¬ 
tance  of  the  case  a  “great  oppor¬ 
tunity.”  “The  Court  will  get  to 
rule  on  a  case  with  a  clean  set  of 
facts.  The  case  isn’t  complicated 
by  extenuating  circumstances,  like 
a  lot  of  sodomy  cases  are.  It  in¬ 
volves  no  money,  no  minors,  no 
public  sex,  no  force.  It  will  give  the 
Court  a  chance  to  rule  on  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  the  privacy  rights  of  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men.  And  it  will  give 
the  Court  a  chance  to  comment  on 
the  reasoning  used  by  the  1 1th  Cir¬ 
cuit,  regarding  the  interest  of  the 
state  and  the  use  of  Doe.” 

Wilde  thinks  that  there  is  a 
“good  chance”  of  winning  the 
case:  “First,  it’s  a  theoretical  issue 
on  privacy,  rather  than  a  practical 
issue  of  ‘what  makes  an  acceptable 


sodomy  statute?’  It’s  easier  to  ad¬ 
dress  the  concept  of  privacy  than 
to  draw  the  line.  Second,  the 
statute  itself  isn’t  in  question  in  the 
suit,  but  the  standard  by  which  it  is 
enforced.  The  state,  according  to 
the  11th  Circuit,  has  to  show  a 
compelling  interest  to  enforce  the 
statute.”  Third,  according  to 
Wilde,  the  Court  has  recently  af¬ 
firmed  home  privacy  rights  in  the 
case  of  Payton  v  New  York,  in 
which  it  found  that  an  arrest  war¬ 
rant  is  not  specific  enough  to  allow 
police  to  enter  a  home. 

While  some  gay  and  lesbian  ac¬ 
tivists  have  pointed  to  the  limita¬ 
tions  of  arguing  for  privacy  rather 
than  for  sexual  freedom,  Wilde 
believes  that  the  outcome  of  this 
case  could  have  effects  on  both  an 
everyday  and  a  legal  level.  If  the 
Court  upholds  the  11th  Circuit’s 
decision,  it  could  result  in  a  new 
standard  by  which  sodomy 
statutes  are  judged,  and  could  help 
protect  private  consensual  acts 
between  adults.  However,  Wilde 
admitted  that  the  effects  of  the 
decision  “could  take  a  while  to 
filter  down  to  people.”  On  the 
other  hand,  said  Wilde,  if  the 
justices  overturn  the  Circuit 
Court’s  decision,  “it  would  be  one 
more  step  in  the  continuing  right- 
wing  backlash  against  lesbians  and 
gay  men.” 

—  filed  from  Boston 


Hear  great  music  &  support  GCN! 

Bright  Morning  Star 

Benefit  Concert  Nov.  17 


Celebrate  your  SOLIDARITY 
with  the  People  of  El  Salvador 

~  1  DANCE 

at  the  Festival  of  San  Miguel 

with 


¥ 


vith 

uRBan/ 

EWAL 


Friday  Night,  November  22,  from  7:30  to  2  AM 


¥ 


A  Benefit  for  The  Central  American  Solidarity  Association  (CASA), 
Comite  El  Salvador,  and  CAPA— Educators  in  Support  of  ANDES 

Also  Appearing:  GRUPO  EL  SALVADOR, 

FORTALEZA,  FLOR  DE  CANA, 
and  JOSE  LUIS 


Cash  Bar,  Latin  Foods,  Video  Games,  Crafts  and  Slide  Show 
at  the 

:§&>.  CYCLORAMA 

The  Boston  Center  for  the  Arts 
539  Tremont  St.,  South  End,  Boston 

Tickets:  $7.50  in  advance,  $9  at  the  door 

Tickets  available  at:  CASA,  1151  Mass.  Avenue,  Cambridge 
MOBE,  11  Garden  Street.  Cambridge 
Red  Bookstore.  98  Green  Street,  Jamaica  Plain 

For  more  information,  please  call:  492-8699,  661-0202,  or  876-4545 


ACCOMMODATIONS 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 


22  Edgerly  Road 
Boston,  MA  02115 
267-2262 


ACCOUNTING/BOOKKEEPING 

AT  YOUR  SERVICE 
634  Mass  Ave. 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 
547-7117 


AUDITING/TAXES 

LILLIAN  GONZALES 
Certified  Public  Accountant 
160  State  Street 
Boston,  MA  02109 
523-1060 

BOOKSTORES 

GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 
43  Winter  Street 
Boston,  MA  02108 
542-0144 

NEW  WORDS 
A  Women's  Bookstore 

186  Hampshire  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
876-5310 

CABINET  MAKING 

GREAT  EASTREN  WOODWORK 
ELIZABETH  REGAN 
Howard  Street 
Wilton,  NH  03086 
(603)  654-6730 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  RITA  L.  FIELD 
HARMONY  CHIROPRACTIC 
699  Somerville  Ave. 

Somerville,  MA  02143 
628-9547 

DR.  NANCY  GROSSMAN 
1018  Beacon  Street 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
277-7703 

DR.  DAVID  MOULTON 
678  Mass  Ave. 

Suite  405 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 
864-1197 


This  guide  provides  a  listing  of  lesbian  and  gay 

owned,  staffed,  or  supportive  businesses  and 
services.  For  details  about  having  your 
business  listed  for  just  SI 00  per  year,  please 
call  Laurie  Sherman  at  426-4469 


DR.  JONATHAN  STEIN 
375  Harvard  Street 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
232-7200 

CINEMA 

TREMONT  ART  1  &  2 
204  Tremont  Street 
Boston,  MA  021 1 1 
482-4662 

CLEANING 

GRIMESOLVERS! 

Residential  &  Commercial 
Cleaning  Service 
501  Shirley  Street 
Winthrop,  MA  02152 
846-5146 

COMPUTER  CONSULTING 

JUDY  HOUSMAN 
285  Harvard  Street 
Suite  206 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 
354-2365 

DATING  SERVICES 

BUDDY'S 
New  England  Area 
(603)  880-7625 

DENTISTRY 

DR.  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAUL  GROIPEN 
DR.  KIRK  BANKHEAD 
1259  Hyde  Park  Ave. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
364-5500 
JOHN  BARNA  & 

AMY  WETTER 
790  Boylston  Street 
Boston,  MA  02199 
353-1500 

DOG  TRAINING 

FAMILY  DOG  TRAINING  CENTER 
Dog  Behavior  Specialists 
Medford, MA 
395-9084 


ELECTRICAL  CONTRACTING 

B.B.V.M.  ELECTRICAL 
296-0553 

ELECTROLYSIS 

JUDY  FEINER 
678  Mass  Ave. 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 
497-2019 

FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES  FLORAL  DESIGN 
12  Mt.  Auburn  Street 
Watertown,  MA 
926-4289 

GYMS 

BODYWORKS  GYM  FOR  WOMEN 
53  River  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
576-1493 

INSURANCE 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS,  CLU 
Suite  830 

50  Congress  Street 
Boston,  MA  02109 
(800)  352-3185 
KUNEVICH  &  LAU 
Insurance  Agency 
241  Washington  Street 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
731-1015 

MARGARET  M.  LAPRE 
697  Washington  Street 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
277-8187 

ROGERS  &  DINIS  INSURANCE 
404  Mass  Ave 
Arlington,  MA  02174 
643-3040 

LAWYERS 

NATIONAL  LAWYERS  GUILD 
Lawyer  Referral  Service 
227-7008 
M-F  1  to  5  p.m. 


MEDICAL/COUNSELING 

'ARADIA  COUNSELING  FOR 
WOMEN 
520  Comm  Ave. 

Kenmore  Square 
Boston,  MA  02115 
247-4861 

BACK  BAY  COUNSELING 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 
25  Huntington  Ave. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
739-7860 

COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 
23  East  Main  Street 
Westborough,  MA  01581 
366-8576 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY  HEALTH 
CENTER 

16  Haviland  Street 
Boston,  MA  021 1 5 
267-7573 

GAY  &  LESBIAN  COUNSELING  SERV. 

600  Washington  Street 

Boston,  MA  021 1 1 

Room  652 

542-5188 

FRANCIS  GIAMBRONE 
M.A.  Counseling 
110  Orchard  Street 
Somerville,  MA  02144 
628-6988 

MASS  BAY  COUNSELING  ASSOC. 
25  Huntington  Ave. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
739-7832 

DR.  KENNETH  ORTH 
Psychotherapist 
319  Mass  Ave. 

Arlington, MA  02174 
643-1112 

PLACE  HOTLINE/COUNSELING 

32  Rutland  Street 

Boston,  MA 

267-9150 

TAPESTRY,  Inc. 

20  Sacramento  Street 
Cambridge,  MA 
661-0248 

MOVERS 

BOSTON  TRUCKING  CO. 

641-1234 


PRINTING 

RED  SUN  PRESS 
94  Green  Street 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
524-6822 

REAL  ESTATE 

RACHAEL  REALTY  CO.,  INC. 

318  Harvard  St.,  No.  31 
The  Arcade  Bldg. 

Brookline,  MA  02146 
277-0230 

SOUTH  BAY  REALTY 
105  West  Newton  Street 
Boston,  MA  02118 
262-7386 

RESUMES 

AT  YOUR  SERVICE 
634  Mass  Ave. 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 
547-7117 

ROLFING 

LISA  TACKLEY 
Certified  Rolfer 
265-2264 

TAXES/FINANCIAL  PLANNING 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 
Cert.  Financial  Planner 
33  Ashcroft  Street 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
524-7565 

T-SHIRT  PRINTING 

COMMUNITY  GRAPHIC  SERVICE 
Linda  Hall,  Jan  Savoy 
Anni  Waterflow 
152  Plymouth  St. 

Pembroke,  MA  02359 
294-1948 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  Street 
Boston  Park  Plaza 
482-2900 

NOBSCOTT  TRAVEL  &  SHUTTLE 
795  Water  Street 
Framingham,  MA  01701^-. 
877-2278/235-2040 
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_ _  .  lesbians  ^re  merely  il 

phyers  ;  we  have 
ovr  exits  ana  o yr  jsj**“** 
entrances ,  ana  one  ra 
woman  in  her  time  gsr™  r 
plays  many  parts , 

her  acts  being  „  |T| 

seven  ages-- 

-SiaKcspeare’s 

sister,  Ouolith  $ 


The 

Seven  Ages 
of  Lesbians 


©13S5  pyAt-isoN  &E£Ht>tL 


R£AU>\6£R  WHCN  W£  DiPn't  KNOW 

WHAT  A  CUNT  lOOKEb  LIKE.? 
%NP  w£~K£ALiy  KLIEVCP 

:|tMt  only  a  man  could 
F'*  THE  VOLK5WA6EN? 


.!.Last  scene  oP 
all,  Lhich  ends  thi5 
Strange ,  eventful 
herstory,  is 
second  childishness 
and  young  idealisn' 


thejTi^lxss  activist] 

U/immin 


mb 


asunijjEH 


10»VMCS  1 

|Esrta»u.r 

|  Stay  out.' 


a 


Cartoonists:  We  Want  the  Funnies 

Laughter  keeps  the  revolution  spinning.  Ever  want  to  take  a  break  from  all  the  If  you’ve  got  a  talent  for  drawing  cartoons  —  and  if  you’re  satisfied  with 

support  group  meetings  and  benefit  potluck  suppers  and  emergency  prestige  rather  than  pay  —  consider  sending  your  work  to  GCN  (attention  Loie 
demonstrations?  Nothing  like  a  good  comic  strip  to  ease  your  anxiety  and  get  you  Hayes).  We  can’t  promise  to  print  all  that  we  receive,  so  include  a  self-addressed, 
ready  for  the  next  battle.  stamped  envelope  if  you  want  yours  returned. 


lesbians  cA/laga^ne 

Hawaii’s  Lesbian  News,  Art, 
Fiction,  Poetry,  Music, 
Politics,  A  Humor  monthly 

$15  yr.  oXs  T  Sample  copy  $2  made  payable  to: 
Moonarts  Publishers,  P.0.  Box  1371,  Honolulu,  HI.  96807 


Please 

support 


our 


advertisers 


CIRCLE  CHIROPRACTIC 


HEALTH  NETWORK 

Dr.  Wendy  Caro,  DC 
Dr:  Jan  Rising,  DC 


%  M 


TREATING  ALCOHOLISM 
AND  SUBSTANCE  ABUSE 
AMONG  GAY  MEN 
AND  LESBIANS: 

A  CONFERENCE  FOR 
TREATMENT  PROVIDERS 

TO  BE  PRESENTED  BY 
SOUTH  END  COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 

DECEMBER  11, 1985 

AT  THE 

GEORGE  SHERMAN  UNION 
BOSTON  UNIVERSITY 

CO-SPONSORED  BY: 

THE  MEDIPLEX  GROUP,  INC. 

AMERICAN  MEDICAL  SOCIETY 
ON  ALCOHOLISM  AND 
OTHER  DRUG  DEPENDENCIES,  INC. 

FOR  REGISTRATION  INFORMATION,  CONTACT: 

South  End  Counseling  Associates 
85  East  Newton  Street  Suite  905 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02118 
Telephone  (617)  437-9643 


380  Washington  Street,  Brighton,  MA  02135  (617)  789-4290 


FOR  A  VACATION  IN 
TROPICAL  SPLENDOR . 


P 


Spindrift 

A  Tropical  Resort  in 
Key  West 


Swimming  Pool  •  Sundecks  &  Patios 
Parking  •  A/C,  TV,  Private  Bath. 

_  Adjacent  Restaurant  •  Gardens 

andwich  &  Snack  Bar  •  Wine  &  Beer 

Hostess: 

Helen  Schwartz 
J212  Simonton  Street  •  Key  West,  Florida  33040 1 


Great  lor  Groups 
small  and  large 


Open  Year  Round 


~  Country  Lodge  L,J 

IN  THF.  HEART  OF  STOWE.  VERMONT 

Thanksgiving  Special 


Arrive  Wednesday  Nov.  27 
Depart  Sunday  Dec.  1 

#1  IQ  r|r|  Per  person 
ifP  JL  JL  J  •  V/  \J  double  occupancy 

Pkg  incl.r 

Motel  Room  4  Nights 
4  Full  Breakfasts 

A  Traditional 
Thanksgiving 
Dinner! 

Thanksgiving  Weekend 
opens  the  Ski  Season! 
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Send  $5  for  complete  catalog  to  Dept, 
are  over  21. 


Please  state  you 


BUOU  VDEO  SALES 

m  VfDED  EXPERTS 

- 1349  N.  Wells,  Chgo,  IL  60610 - 


BIJOU  VIDEO  SALES 

THE  NATION  S  MOST  POPULAR  MAILORDER  HOUSE  FOR  GAY  VIDEO 

Save  on  William  Higgins'  video 

DELIVERY  BOYS 

THEY  WORK  HARD  FOR 
THEIR  MONEY 

$5495  each 

Other  Higgins'  films  available 
for  $54.95  each 

CALIFORNIA  SUMMER 
BEYOND  HAWAII 
PREPPY  SUMMER 

For  charge  orders,  call 

1-800-932-7111 

(In  Illinois,  call  1-800-572-2369) 

To  order  by  mail,  send  m.o.,  cashier's  check  or  VISA,  Master- 
Card  or  Amex  number,  with  expiration  date,  along  with  a  state¬ 
ment  that  you  are  over  21 .  Including  shipping  charges  ($3  for  the 
first  tape,  $1  for  eoch  additional  tape)  ond  indicate  whether  you 
need  VHS  or  Beta  format. 


V. 


AUTO  INSURANCE 

(Insure  Locally) 

ROGERS  &  DINIS  Agency 
404  Mass.  Ave.,  Arlington 

643-3040 

apartment  insurance:  $10,000  for  $120 
time  payments  plate  service 


Subcribe 

Now! 


7\ 


-  ALL  MUSIC!  ALL  FUN!  ALL  RAVES! 

‘FOMIDOEN  BROADWAY  MAY  Bt  THE 
SCST  THAN©  TO  MT  BOSTON  SINCE 
‘A  CHORUS  UNI,’  ’EVITA,’  LA  CAOC 
AUX  FOUES,’  ‘DRIAMOmS,’  AND 
’FIDOUR’ ...  A  WICKED  DEUOHTT 

-Kevin  Keey,  Keaton  Globa 

‘FORBIDDEN  BROADWAY  IS  A  HITT 
-Chuck  Krocmcv,  WCV*-rv 


“A  SPECIAL 
EVENING  ON 
THE  TOWN!" 


Stephen  Ansolabehere 

GENERAL 

Attorney-at-Law 

DENTISTRY 

Landlord/Lease  Problems 
Wills/Probate 

•A  S  -‘ 

•  '  1 

Real  Estate  Transactions 

JOHN  C.  BARNA,  dmd 

Relationship  Contracts 

AMY  D.  WETTER,  r.d.h 

Estate  Planning 

Criminal  &  Civil  Trials 

790  BOYLSTON  STREET 

Injury  Claims 

10  FAIRFIELD  PLAZA 

Partnerships/Corporations 

426-9244 

132  Boylston  Street 

BOSTON,  MA  02199 

617-353  1500 

Boston,  MA  021 1 6 

‘WONDERFUL .  .  . 
FUN  .  .  .  NON-STOP 
SIDE-  SPLITTING!" 


JOHN  GRAVES 
Ph.D.,  L.S.W. 


Phone 

2^6-2<^6S 


Counseling  6 

Psychotherapy 

42  THE  FENWAY 
BOSTON,  MA  02215 


TfCaiyare/  TIC.  Sapre 

Tnsurance  TJyency 

Independent  Insurance  Agent  Welcoming 
the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Community,  Tor  all  types  of  insurance 


•  Same  Day  Plate  Service 

•  Low  Down  Payments 

•  Notary  Public 


•  Open  Mon.-Fri.:  9-7  PM 
Sat.  10-4  PM 


H  A  1 

R 

S  A 

L< 

N 

309  Shawmul  Avp 

Boston 

MA  02H8 

338-5356 

Dollar  Rent  a  Car 

Compare  &  Save 

Discover  the  Dollar  Difference 

Dollar  offers: 

■  Insurance  Replacement 

*  Unlimited  mileage 

*  Low,  low  rates 

*  Free  drop  offs  with  this  ad 

Located  at  39  Dalton  Street 
Back  Bay 

and  40  convenient  locations,  including: 
Provincetown  Hyannis  Falmouth 

Call  523-5098  for  details 


_ 


_ 


— 


STANHOPE 

-FRAMERS—1 


Specialists  in  classic  contemporary  framing 

Natural  Wood  Frames  FrameMica®  in  36  Colors 

Welded  Brass  &  Aluminum  Nielsen®  Aluminum  Frames 

Round  Corner  Frames  Custom  Plexi-Boxes 

Gold  Leaf  and  Silver  Leaf  Frames 

Personal  attention  and  service 
to  individuals,  artists  and  galleries 
for  over  eleven  years 

Finely  and  individually  crafted 
in  Museum  Standard  Materials 

Please  visit  both  our  locations 


411  Marlborough  Street 
At  Massachusetts  Avenue 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02 115 
262-0787 


269  Somerville  Avenue 
In  Union  Square 
Somerville,  MA  02143 

by  appointment  only 
666-2000 


MasterCard  and  Visa  accepted. 


North  Staff 


nema 


277-8187  697  Washington  Street,  Brookline  (Near  Beacon) 


iti mft 

jf  .  ; 

For  current  titles  call.. 
720-4979 

THE  LATEST  &  HOTTEST 
ALL  MALE  VIDEOS! 

267  Friend  Street  (opposite  Boston  Garden) 
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Classifieds 

GCN  SPECIAL 

FOR  A  LIMITED  TIME  ONLY! 

ALL  PERSONAL  ADS  WILL  BE  $1 
FOR  THE  FIRST  FOUR  LINES 
TAKE  A  CHANCE 
AND  MEET  THE  ONE 
YOU’VE  BEEN  LOOKING  FOR! 

This  offer  is  good  only  for  personal  ads 
and  all  other  charges  (box  numbers,  addi¬ 
tional  lines,  etc.)  remain  the  same. 


DEAR  ADVERTISER 
If  race  Is  not  a  crucial  issue  for  you, 
why  put  it  in  your  ad?  It  is  not  a  required 
formula;  GWM,  GWF  are  not  necessary. 
GM  or  GF  would  do  as  well. _ 0 


PERSONALS 


MY  DEAREST  MGM 

Masterpieces  appear  rarely 
more  often  absurdities  get  writ 
like  this  ditty  to  mark 
your  next  year  of  strength  and  wit 

Being  part  of  No.  23 

has  been  playful,  tuf  and  new 

I'm  now  finding  my  favorite  “animals” 

are  poodles  and  you 

If  you  move  to  the  farm 
We  can  at  least  roll  in  the  hay 
for  now  I’m  pleased  to  be  near  enough 
to  wish  an  in-person  Happy  B-day 

Love, 

S-face 

_ _ (c) 

HELENA  AND  GAIL  OF  JP 

We  lost  your  phone  number  and  would 
like  to'see  you  again.  Call  Miriam  and 
Dianne  in  Wayland.  358-7512. _ 09) 

RIDES  WANTED 

To  NYC  Fri.  11/22,  return  Sat.  or  Sun.  To 
Albany,  Wed.  11/27.  Will  share  ex- 

penses.  Call  661-4104, _ (18) 

SAFE  JO  ONLY 

Health  conscious  wm,  32,  Italian  good 
looks,  6’,  165  lbs.,  very  well  hung  9". 
Wants  hot  jo  scene  with  hot  looking 
guys  who  feel  the  same  way.  Serious 
replies  only  to  POB  410  Charlestown, 
MA  02129. _ (20) 

Are  there  any  South  Shore  lesbian 
gardeners,  livestock  owners  or  folk 
music  bulls  out  there?  Box  274. _ (19) 

GWF  looking  for  that  special  person 
40 +  ,  who  is  open,  honest,  caring  and 
willing  to  share  life’s  ups  and  downs. 
Enjoy  life,  fun,  friends,  outdoors  ect. 
Reply  Box  275. _ (18) 

Attractive  GF  early  40’s  wants  fling 
with  other  gf.  Must  be  honest,  clean, 
mature.  Lynn  area;  no  drugs,  no  ties. 
Reply  Box  276. _ (20) 

SMART  CONFIDENT  NON-SMOKER 
I  love  to:  walk  through  the  woods,  try 
exotic  resturaunts,  dance,  take  in  a 
movie,  cuddle  and  smooch,  talk  over  a 
cognac. GF,  34,  seeks  company!  Reply 
Box  277. _ (18) 

Caring  +  honest  attractive  gwf,  28.  I  en¬ 
joy  dining,  dancing,  quiet  times  and 
outdoors:  Seeking  a  warm,  somewhat 
feminine  lesbian  who  lokes  to  be 
respected.  For  friendship  and  possible 
relationship.  No  drugs,  heavy  drinking 
or  games.  GCN  Box  278. _ (18) 

LOOKING  FOR  MISS  RIGHT 
GWF,  cute,  petite,  brn  hair,  blue  eyes, 
age  24,  seeking  attractrive  feminine 
blonde  gf  20-30.  Like  outdoors,  animals, 
talking  and  sharing  each  others  com¬ 
pany.  Send  letter  and  photo.  Serious 
replies  only.  I'm  looking  for  serious 
relationship  with  special  and  sensitive 
womyn.  Box  279. _ (19) 

FREE  MEN’S  HAICUT 

Evenings  Mondays  -  Fridays,  also  Sat. 
and  Sundays.  Watertown  926-5209  (17) 


GLOUCESTER/ROCKPORT 

GWM,  33,  moustache,  balding 
brwn/gray,  6’1 ",  165,  smooth,  uncut,  art 
background,  techno  prof,  night  student, 
small  apt.  with  limited  time  +  money 
seeks  local  +  Boston  area  (am  intown 
most  wkends)  sincere,  honest,  non¬ 
drink/drugs  gm's  (black/white)  for 
friend,  relation?  safe  sex  &  more.  If  not 
home,  please  be  prepared  to  leave  your 
name  and  number  w/phone  machine. 
Thanks.  546-7479. _ (18) 


YOUNG  GOODLOOKING  GUY 
WANTED 

Wanted  one  beautiful  cute  gwm,  18-24, 
cleancut/cleanshaven,  non-smoker  who 
is  into  going  out  to  dinner,  movies, 
weekend  travel,  and  a  whole  lot  more. 
Ad  is  placed  by  a  cleancut,  sucessful 
professional  gwm,  37,  who  has  his  own 
home  (live  alone),  car,  on  MBTA  in 
Boston!  John  PO  Box  1489,  Boston  MA 
02205-1489. _ _ (25) 

GWM,  24,  non-hairy,  very  muscular 
Italian,  6',  175,  30*  waist,  9"cir, 
specifically!  want!!  a  dynamite! 
hairless! 

blond!!!  (Boy  18-20)Movie  star!  Jeff 
628-0124 


Enjoy  hot  chocolate  evenings  at  home, 
long  autumn  walks  and  country  inns? 

So  do  I.  Attractive  gwf,  strong-willed, 
feminine,  monogomous.  Seeking  pro¬ 
fessional  with  strong  positive  per¬ 
sonality,  30-?  with  lively  and  literate 
mind.  Box  270. _ (18) 

NORTH  SHORE  LF’S  45  + 
CLOSETED  OR  SEMI-CLOSETED 
Small  group  forming  for  occasional  in¬ 
formal  meetings  to  share  ideas  on 
mutual  interests  and  the  challenges  of 
opting  for  discretion  in  a  let-it-all-hang- 
out  era.  Self-acceptance  and  a  sense  of 
humor  needed.  Must  be  tolerant  of 
smokers.  Box  336,  Wakefield,  MA 
01880. _ (21) 

WHAT  GOOD  IS  SITTING  ALONE 
IN  YOUR  ROOM 

Tired  of  the  bars?  Looking  for  an  alter¬ 
native?  Then  come  to  GCN  Friday 
nights.  Help  us  mail  out  the  paper,  and 
meet  people  too.  Come  for  an  hour, 
come  for  the  evening,  come  to  167  Tre- 
mont  Street,  5th  floor  (near  Boylston 
and  Park  Street  “T”  stops)  anytime 
after  6  PM.  If  the  door  is  locked,  buzz  us 
on  the  intercom  located  outside  the 
front  door. _ (c) 

YOUNG  LESBIANS 

L,  19,  needs  pen-pals.  In  college  in  VT. 
Coming  out  all  over  again.  Interests: 
Politics,  music,  esp.  Armatrading,  Fer- 
ron.  Box  239  _ (17) 

GM  new  to  Boston  looking  to  make  new 
friends.  I  like  bicycling,  folk  dancing, 
cuddling,  cats  and  National  Public 
Radio.  What  do  you  like?  Reply  Box 
256. _ 08) 

SPERM  DONOR 

Local  lesbian  looking  for  sperm  donor. 
Must  be  in  good  health,  participation 
with  child  negotiable.  No  financial 
responsibility  guarenteed.  Small  sti¬ 
pend;  send  picture  and  short  history  to 
Box  257. _ 08) 

GAY  BLACK  MALE  ONLY 
GWM,  40,  slender,  attractive,  straight 
appearing,  professional,  sincere  and 
masculine  seeks  gay  black  male  only 
(20-40),  working  guy  or  financially  able 
student  for  happy,  caring,  affectionate 
relationship  and  possible  roommate. 
You  should  be  stable  with  muscular 
build  and  straight  looking.  Call 
536-2693. _ (23) 

Amiable  gwm,  38,  wants  young  18-24, 
non-smoking,  blond,  clncut/shaven  stu¬ 
dent  escort  on  a  regular  basis!  I  have 
Boston  home  on  the  MBTA  line!  John 
265-3595.  Best  time  to  call  7-11  pm.  (34) 

THANK  YOU 
KAREN  CARTER 

THE  CARPENTER 
For  your  great  work. 

Nancy,  Stephanie,  Vanessa. _ (c) 


GF,  18,  seeks  friends/penpals  16-22  into 
reading,  travel,  talking,  music,  and 
most  other  things.  In  Boston  area  if  you 
want  to  meet.  Box  264, _  (19) 

Simply  -  I’m  a  very  busy  cleancut  Irish 
wm  busnsmn  who  would  like  to  date  a 
cute  Bos?  guy  18-26.  Movies,  dinner 
and  relationship?  PO  Box  1210  Boston, 
MA  02205. _ (34) 

Actor/dancer  singer  student  wm  18-21 
who’s  struggling,  who  needs  support; 
who  would  like  to  meet  a  conservative 
secure  cleancut  wm  (under  40)  who's 
more  practical  than  romantic,  profes¬ 
sional  well  off,  compromising!  Write  a 
letter,  phone,  photo.  Perhaps  Copley 
for  lunch.  Bob  Pleasant  PO  Box  699, 
Bos,  MA  02125. _ (25) 

Feminist,  politically-left  bisexual 
woman,  lover  of  art,  rock’n’roll,  movies, 
thrift  shops,  making  love  and  deep  con¬ 
versation,  seeks  a  woman  with  similar 
likes.  I'm  mature,  creative,  busy,  even- 
tempered,  but  passionate,  and  down-to- 
earth.  Shall  we  meet?  Box  266.  (17) 

GWF’S  WITH  CLASS 
GWF-25,  I’m  tall,  husky,  quiet,  honest, 
gd-looking  with  some  degree  of  class- 
seek  gwf’s  with  simialr  qualities  for 
companionship.  Boston  area.  Reply 
Box  267. _ (18) 

HAIRY  BEARDED  HEAVY  BEAR 
5’5",  210  lbs.  (but  losing)  29  yo,  lots  of 
body  hair  seeks  hirsute,  bearded  bear 
with  bear  belly  for  cuddling,  nuzzling, 
tit-suckling  and  all  around  safe  sex. 
Age  and  height  unimp.  Looking  to  form 
friendships,  not  seeking  another  lover. 
Qualifying  bears  write  to  Box  268.  (17) 

Bi  guy,  very  young  39,  59",  175  lbs., 
looking  for  (ideally)  tall  slender  men  for 
sex,  friendship,  movies,  fitness,  etc; 
maybe  more.  Be  sincere.  Box  269.  (29) 


INTERESTED  IN  FATHERHOOD? 
Lesbian  seeks  sperm  donor. 
Anonymity/participation  in  child  rear¬ 
ing  negotiable.  Serious  inquiries  only. 
Confidential.  P.O.  Box  60, 

Westborough,  MA  01581. _ (29) 


JOB  OPORTUNITIES 

FUNDRAISER 

Shelter  for  battered  women  and  their 
children  seeks  fundraiser/outreach 
coordinator.  Salary:  mid  to  upper  teens. 
Women  of  Color  are  encouraged  to  app¬ 
ly.  Resume/Letter  of  interest  to  RES- 
POND,  Box  555,  Somerville  02143.  (19) 

FUNDRAISER 

For  Gay  &  Lesbian  Community  Ser¬ 
vices  Center  of  LA.  Duties  include: 
development  of  annual  program,  direct 
mail  appeals,  specific  fundraising 
events,  and  corporate  outreach.  A 
demanding  job  for  a  competent  self¬ 
starter.  Salary:  High  20’s/year  and 
generous  benefits.  Women,  people  of 
color,  &  bilingual  English/Spanish  en¬ 
couraged  to  apply.  Resumes  to:  Fund 
raiser,  c/o  Eric  Rotes,  PO  Box  1430, 
Back  Bay  Annex,  Boston,  MA  02117  by 
Nov.  22  for  interviews  in  Boston  on  Nov. 
23,  or  Fundraiser,  c/o  Eric  Rofes, 
GLCSC,  1213,  N.  Highland  Ave.,  LA,  CA 
90038.  No  phone  calls  please.  (19) 

ACTIVIST  ADMINISTRATOR 
For  Lesbian  Central  Program  of  Gay  & 
Lesbian  Community  Services  Center  of 
LA.  Duties  include:  day-to-day  opera¬ 
tion  of  program,  developing  volunteer 
staff,  addressing  needs  of  lesbian 
clients,  &  program  development. 
Salary:  $27, 000/year  and  generous 
benefits.  Should  be  experienced  in 
feminist  organizing,  gay/lesbian  ad¬ 
vocacy,  have  strong  communication 
skills,  &  be  willing  to  move  to  LA.  Ex¬ 
perience  working  with  poor  &  working 
class  women  preferred.  Women  of  col¬ 
or  and  bilingual  English/Spanish  en¬ 
couraged  to  apply.  Resumes  to:  Les¬ 
bian  Central,  c/o  Eric  Rofes,  PO  Box 
1430,  Back  Bay  Annex,  Boston,  MA 
02117  by  Nov.  22  for  interviews  in 
Boston  on  Nov.  23,  or  Lesbian  Central, 
c/o  Eric  Rofes,  GLCSC,  1213  N. 
Highland  Ave.,  LA,  CA  90038.  No  phone 
calls  please. _ Q9) 

GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 
ADVERTISING  REPRESENATIVE 

Earn  Money.  Connect  to  the  Gay 
Community.  Gain  the  Experience: 

An  excellent  position  for  people  seek¬ 
ing  part-time  work  on  a  freelance  basis 
(20  percent  commission).  You  must  be 
responsible,  assertive,  and 
knowledgable  about  GCN,  or  willing  to 
learn. 

Call  426-4469  or  send  a  letter  of  in¬ 
terest  to: 

Laurie  Sherman,  Ad  Manager 
GCN 

167  Tremont  St.  5th  Floor 
Boston.  MA  0211.1 


RESEARCH  ASST  PART  TIME 

For  study  involving  gay/lesblan 
awareness  education  in  the  training  of 
counselors.  Experience  in  library 
research  and  writing  desirable.  Room 
and  board  and  weekly  stipend.  Re¬ 
quires  relocating  to  Amherst  MA.  Posi¬ 
tion  begins  ASAP.  Send  letter  of  in¬ 
terest  to  Paul  Box  137  Amhersy,  MA 
01004, _  (18) 

PUBLICATIONS 

GUARDIAN:  Independent  radical 
newsweekly.  Covers  Gay,  women  and 
minority  struggles,  and  international 
progressive  movements.  Special  offer  4 
issues  FREE.  Write  Guardian  Dept. 
GCN,  33  W  17th  St.,  NY  NY  10011.  (ex) 

OUTRAGEOUS  WOMEN 

National  journal  of  woman-to-woman 
S/M.  Diverse  feminist  quarterly  of  S/M 
fact,  fiction  and  photos.  $1 1/yr.  Single 
Issues  $3.  Must  state  you  are  over  18. 
SASE  for  info.  P.O.  Box  23,  Somerville, 
MA  02143.  , _ (ex) 


off  our  backs 

Celebrating  15  years  of  radical  feminist  jour¬ 
nalism  We  bring  feminist  national/lntemational 
news  analysis  and  reviews  each  month.  $1 1 
year,  1 1  issues.  ($15  for  contributing  subs); 
$20  institutional  fee.  Sample  -  $3  for  3  issues! 
Write  off  our  backs,  Dept  GCN,  1841  Columbia 
Rd,  NW,  Rm  212,  Washington,  D.C.  20009.(ex) 

LESBIAN  CONTRADICTIONS 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism. 
Quarterly  of  commentary,  analysis, 
reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by  &  for 
women  who  agree  to  disagree,  who  are 
still  political,  but  not  necessarily  cor¬ 
rect.  Sample  $1;  sub.  $5;  more  if/less  if. 
LesCon,  584  Castro,  263G,  SF,  CA 
94114.  _ (14/18) 


MOVERS _ _ 

BOSTON  TRUCKING  COMPANY 

Gay  owned  business 
Licensed  and  Insured  MA  DPU#  25522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
Very  Careful  Movers  641-1234 


Julian  Wright  Moving  Company 
Exp,  Rel,  Lie  &  Ins 
MPDU  #24430 
Tel  661-2958 

_ (1) 

THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  COMPANY 
Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect. 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 
Piano  and  hoisting  specialist. 

Any  time  of  the  day-any  day  of  the  year. 
No  overttime  charges  354-2184 


MPDU  Number  23733 

(D 

Poor  Peoples  Movers 
Licensed  and  Insured 

MPDU  #24184 

522-0826 

(1) 

From  $18  /  hr. 

I  •  MAXI-VANS  . 

•  CARGO  MASTER  TRUCKS 

•  HOMES  •  BUSINESSES 

•  24  HOUR  DELIVERY 

•  LIC.  and  INS. 


TRADING  POST 

WOMEN’S  BARTER  NETWORK 
Short  on  cash,  but  have  lot’s  you’d  like 
to  trade  for  your  needs?  Women's 
Barter  Network  is  a  non-profit,  nation¬ 
wide  barter  referral  system  for  women 
and  women;s  organizations/busi 
nesses.  Send  SASE  for  details  to: 
Women’s  Barter  Network,  Box  712, 
Wabash,  Indiana  46992. _ (72) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

ATTENTION  CRAFTSWOMEN! 

New  Words  Crafts  Market  runs 
weekends  Dec  7-22.  Open  meeting  Nov. 
13  New  Words  7:30  pm.  Sign  up  for 
dates  and  workshifts.  Regular  and  new 
craftswomen  welcomed.  For  info  call 
Ruth  924-6810. _ (18) 

INCEST  SURVIVORS  GROUP 

Ongoing  therapy  group  for  lesbian 
incest  survivors  seeks  new  members. 
12-week  commitment.  Call  Gloria 
Melnitsky,  LICSW  at  Pequod, 
354-6259. _ (20) 

SURROGATE  MOTHER  NEEDED 
Mychildless  husband  desperately 
wants  to  be  a  father  and  have  the 
warmth  of  being  a  full  family.  We  are 
seeking  the  help  of  a  kind,  understan¬ 
ding, healthy  woman  to  be  a  surrogate 
mother.  If  you  can  help,  please  contact 
us;  J  +  P,  PO  Box  7791  Cumberland,  Rl 
02864.  Confidential. _  _ (17) 

AUDITIONS _ 

The  New  Women’s  Chorus,  a  musical 
feminist  collective  is  looking  for  new 
members  of  all  voice  parts.  Auditions 
are  Monday,  November  18  at  7PM  at  the 
Women’s  Center  in  Cambridge  (126 
Pleasent  St.)  For  more  information  call 
524-6878,  evenings. _  (18) 

TRAVEL  AGENCIES 


FOREX  TRAVEL 

Ption*  482  2*00 
76  Arlington  SL 
•f  Boston  Pork  Plaza 


GOODS _ 

THEA’S  TAROT  A  DECK 
CELEBRATING  WOMEN 

78  bold  black  and  white  cards  in  an  at¬ 
tractive  marron  box.'  Explanations  in¬ 
cluded.  $16.50  postage  paid  Medusa 
Graphics  PO  Box  326  W.  Somerville  MA 
02144. _ (26) 


NAME 


STREET 
CITY _ 


PHONE  (_ 


Use  1  unit  for  each  letter,  punctuation  mark  or  space  between  words. 
Print  clearly.  Ads  will  be  returned  if  we  can’t  read  them. 
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CLASSIFIED  AD  FORM 


•DEADLINE:  Tuesday,  noon. 
All  ads  are  prepaid. 

No  phone  ads  accepted. 
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or  part  thereof: 


Business 

x  2.00 

= 

Display(Boxed)Classifieds:  Col. 

Non-Business 

x  1.00 

or  part  thereof:  xi?nn 

= 

Business 

7.00 

_ 

TOTAL  for  1  Week  (Add) 

= 

Non-Business 

5.00 

= 

Number  of  Weeks  (Multiply) 

= 

Business 

x  .75 

— 

SUBTOTAL 

= 

Non-Business 

x  sn 

DISCOUNTS:  for  10-20 

consecutive  weeks  10% 

= 

TOTAL 

= 

for  21-30  consec.  wks.  15% 

= 

FOR  NON-PROFIT  GAY  ORGANIZATIONS 

for  31  +  consec.  wks.  20% 

= 

TOTAL  FOR  AD  COPY 

— 

|  ALL  CLASSIFIEDS. 

|  Return  this  form  and  payment  to 
a  GCN  Classifieds,  167  Tremont  St. 
^5th  Floor,  Boston,  MA  02111. 


□  Pick-up  Box:  for  6  wks  2.00  = 

□  Forwarding  Bx:  6wks.  5.00  = 

□  Tearshts:  #wks _ xl.00  = 

TOTAL  = 
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TRY  GCN’s 
“GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE”  AD 

GCN’s  “Guaranteed  Roommate”  offer 
All  Roommate  and  Housemate  Ads 
that  are  Prepaid  for  Two  Weeks 
We  will  run  until  you  find  a  roommate. 

(Ads  will  not  be  be  automatically  renewed.  You 
must  call  in  every  additional  week  you  want  the 
ad  to  run.  Phone  calls  will  be  accepted  onlv  on 
Mondays  and  Thursdays  from  10  a.m.-l  p.m.) 

ROOMMATES 


APARTMENTS 


HAVE  WE  GOT  A  HOUSE  FOR  YOU! 

3  friendly  feminist  women  seek  4th  for 

sunny,  quiet,  semi-coop  Arl.  house. 
Small  room, big  house,  hdwd  firs, 
driveway  pkg,  nr  T.  Wshr  &  dryer,  por¬ 
ches.  Only  $160.  For  Dec.  1st.  or  ASAP. 
Please  call  646-1295  eves,  Nancy  B, 
491-2754  days.  Do  call. _ (19) 

APARTMENT  MATE  WANTED/M 
Your  own  fully  furnished  bedroom  in  5 
room  apt.  Complete  kitchen,  all 
amenities  w/d/dw.  Can  take  cat.  3  min. 
toT.  $l85/mo  -i- util.  Call  288-4147.  (19) 

JAMAICA  PLAIN 

4  LF’s  seek  2  more  for  large  sunny  col¬ 

lective  household.  Close  to  Arb,  T.  Avail 
now.  Call  524-8028. _ (18) 

READY  FOR  A  CHANGE? 

2  L,  cat,  dog,  &  kitten  seek  3rd  L  to  com¬ 
plete  our  Newton  home.  Tree  lined 
neighborhood  ,  tree  filled  yard. 
Spacious  apt.  w/fireplace,  w/d.  For  Dec. 
1st.  $250  +  .  Veg/nonsmkg/25  + .  Call 
after  9PM  965-5044, _ (19) 

CAMBRIDGE— SOMERVILLE 
Middle-aged  ,  bisexual  man  wishes  to 
share  small  apartment  with  stable, 
emotionally  mature,  financially  respon¬ 
sible,  communicative,  considerate  and 
cooperative  person  or  couple.  No  pets 
or  drugs  please.  Call  David  at  923-0082 
at  any  hour.  (c) 


ROOMEZE 

LESBIAN/GAY- 

-FEMINIST- 

Roomsmte  Matching  Service 

$15  fee 

Contidentialitv  Assured 

CALL  641-3095 
M-F  9-6/Sat  12-5 


Malden,  7  room,  4  bdrm  on  2nd  fir. 
$800/mo  refer,  1st  and  last  mo  rent  re- 
quired.  Avail  11/15.  662-2169.  (18) 

BEAUTIFUL  MEDFORD  APTARTMENT 

Sunny  7  room  3  or  4  bdrm,  2nd  floor  apt. 
near  Tufts  U,  conv  to  T,  porches.  Avail 
immed.,  no  dogs.  (61 7)628-5447  Iv  mesg. 

_ (19) 

LYNN  APT.  AVAIL  11/1 

Large  1  bedroom  convenient  to  trans. 
Newly  painted.  $450  unhtd.  Call 
776-7351. _ (18) 


RESORTS 


Lf,  30+  to  share  apt.  in  Dorchester, 
walk  to  Ashmont  T,  Adams  VII.  area, 
wash/dryer.  $250  +  .  Call  628-6168.  (17) 

F  to  share  2  bedroom  apt.  in  Dorch. 
Nice  apt.,  good  area  on  red  line.  2  cats, 
smk,  reasonably  clean  and  repon. 
$195  +  .  Call  Janet  265-7599. _ (19) 

LF  seeks  friendly  If  to  share  large  2 
bdrm  w/porches.  Ros/JP  line  near  T. 
Chem  and  smoke  free,  sorry  no  more 
pets  (cats).  Avail.  Dec.  1  327-3193.  (20) 

BROOKLINE  WOMONSPACE 
Rm  avail  for  womon  in  3  bdrm  rent- 
control  apt.  in  Viwashington  Square. 
No  cigarette  smkg  or  pets.  $200/month 
includes  heat.  Avail,  now.  232-9349.  (19) 
Searching  for  roommate  who  wants  to 
share  friendly  times  and  inexpen. 
space  in  Brookline,  nr  T.  LF  27+  and 
fond  of  cats.  Call  Kim:  232-0117,  morns 
and  eves. _ (19) 

L,  38,  seeking  L  30+  for  lovely 
spacious  apt.  1st  floor  of  house.  Conve¬ 
nient  to  Davis  and  Porter  Sq.  W/D  in 
house.  $250  + util.  Avail.  Dec  or  Jan. 
Call  625-4298. _ (18n) 

2  LF’s  seek  2  more, /nature  and  respon¬ 
sible  for  warm  household  In  JP.  NearT 
and  parks.  Huge  yard  with  fruit  trees, 
driveway,  fireplace,  washer.  No  smok¬ 
ing.  $225  +  (we  heat  with  wood  -  cheap) 
Call  524-7390. _ (15) 

HOUSING  SOUGHT 

POLITICALLY  INCORRECT 
FEMINIST  FROM  NEW  JERSEY 

Seeking  cooperative  household  (near  T) 
for  12/1.  Me:  non-smoker,  veggie, 
responsible,  appreciates  aesthetics  of 
cleanliness,  dancer,  sex  educator.  Call 
Eve  (coolect)  (201)  420-0734  or  leave 
message. _ (17) 


CKECK’ER  OUT  AT  THE 
CHECK’ER  INN 

Double  rooms,  coffee  bt  fireside,  pkg 
apts.  also  available.  1  block  bay,  open 
year  round.  487-9029,  25  Winthrop  St 
P'town,  MA  02657 _  (yr) 


SERVICES 


WIZE  HANDS 

Healing  massage  for  women.  Wonder¬ 
ful  gift  certificares.  Sliding  scale.  Call 
Sue  Daurio  at  522-9094.  (21) 


WHITE  MOUNTAIN  MAGIC 

Join  us  for  the  holidays.  We’ll  be 
celebrating  both  Thanksgiving  and 
Christmas  with  delicious  food  and 
good  cheer.  Ski  our  miles  of  x-country 
trails,  ice  skate,  snowshoe  or  enjoy  our 
new  hot  tub.  There’s  plenty  of  downhill 
skiing  and  sleigh  rides  nearby.  Call 
about  our  great  mid-week  winter  dis¬ 
counts  too.  The  Highlands  Inn,  Box 
1 18G,  Bethleham  NH  03574,  (603) 
869-3978.  Grace  +  Judi,  innkeepers.  (24) 

BED  &  BREAKFAST  IN  N.Y. 

Enjoy  a  decadent  weekend  in  a  charm¬ 
ing,  lesbian  owned,  N.Y.  brownstone- 
only  1  subway  stop  from  Manhattan.  Be 
pampered  by  having  breakfast  served 
in  bed,  and  sipping  a  complimentary 
bottle  of  champagne  on  arrival.  For 
more  information  call  718-625-2653.  The 
RADCLYFFE  HALL  or  718-522-2828 

_ Ml) 

THE  GREENHOUSE 

Women’s  Guesthouse,  cozy,  comfor¬ 
table,  parking,  cont.  bkfst,  off  season 
rates.  18  Pearl  St.,  Box  22  P’town  MA 
02657.(617)487-2270. _ (O) 

VERMONT  GUESTHOUSE 

Bed  and  cont.  breakfast  for  Lesbians 
and  Gay  men  in  a  country  village  house. 
2  hours  from  Boston.  Year  round.  Near 
lakes,  hikes,  skiing.  Dave  and  Mike 
(802)  348-7840 _ (yr) 

WATERSHIP  INN 

Charming  Guest  house,  centrally 
located,  fireplaced  lobby,  stay  two 
nights  third  night  free,  1  week  55  per¬ 
cent  off  most  rooms,  private  bath.  7 
Winthrop  St.,  Provincetown,  MA  (617) 
487-0094.  (17) 

GABRIEL’S 

Guest  rooms  and  apartments.  Centrally 
located.  Hot  tub,  garden  patio,  cable  tv, 
coffee.  104  Bradford  St.  Provincetown, 
MA  02657.  Reservations:  (617)  487-3232. 
Open  year  round. _  (yr) 


MASS  BAY 

COUNSELING  ASSOC. 

INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES 
AND  GROUP  COUNSELING 
INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 
(617)  739-7832  for  appt. 

COPLEY  SQUARE 


RESUMES  THAT  WORK 
$25 

includes  consultation 
and  completed  resume. 

787-4252 


GAY  MEN’S  THERAPY  GROUP 

Openings.  Group  focus  is  on  intimacy, 
gay  idenity,  relationships.  Individual 
therapy  is  also  available.  Sliding  fee. 
Call  Francis  Giambrone  at  628-6988  (yr) 

ORGANIZATIONS 

GAY  LESBIAN  AND  JEWISH? 

Am  Tikva  welcomes  you.  Activities  in¬ 
clude  religious  observances,  discus¬ 
sions,  potluck  dinners,  folk  dancing, 
etc.  For  events,  check  GCN  Calendar. 
Call  (617)  782-8894  or  write  PO  Box  11 
Camb,  MA  02238 _ (?) 

REAL  ESTATE  AGENTS  WANTED 

Lesbian/gay  sales  agents  &  brokers 
needed  for  national  referral/networking 
directory.  For  more  info  call  Lisa 
(617)376-5068  or  write  PO  Box  204 
Millis  MA  02054. _ ’  (23) 

WORK-SURVIVAL  GROUP 

Ongoing  support-study  group  seeks 
new  members  with  varied  backgrounds 
and  experiences.  For  info  call  623-2117 
or  628-6007, _ (19) 

ATLANTA  COUPLES  TOGETHER 
GAY  MALE,  LESBIAN  COUPLES 

Group  (social-support)  for  serious 
monogamous  couples.  Info  on  forming 
a  Boston  or  Mass  Chapter,  write  or  call: 
A.C.T.  P.O.  Box  723291,  Atlanta,  GA 
30339  or  404-432-1085.  (18) 


HETEROSEXISM,  RACISM 

Sexism,  anti-Semitism,  multicultural 
issues  .  Workshops  by  national  con¬ 
sultants  for  your  organization 
(municipal,  professional,  political, 
educational)  or  business.  Contact  Equi¬ 
ty  Institute  in  Amherst,  MA  at 
(413)256-6902.  Co-directors  Carole 
Lanigan  Johnson,  J.D.,  and  Joan  Lester 
Ed.D. _ (?) 

N  AMER  MAN/BOY  LOVE  ASSOC 
A  support  group  for  intergenerational 
relationships.  For  more  information 
send  $1  to:  NAMBLA-GCNAD,  PO  Box 
174,  New  Yoflt,  NY  10018.  (v.13,  no.22)) 

D.O.B. 

Support  orgnztn  for  lesbians,  1151 
Mass  Ave,  Cambridge,  Old  Bap  Chr. 
Raps  every  Tues,  Thur  8pm.  Special 
raps  for  35  +  ;parents;  yngr  women; 
babv  bmrs;  singles;  coming  out;  issues 
forum.  All  8pm.  Monthly  events,  outing 
club,  library.  Info:  661-3633.  All  women 
invited  to  participate. _ (?) 

“JOHNNY  DIED  TODAY...” 

14  year  old  Joey  will  blow  out  his 
brains,  Eddie  will  overdose  and  David 
will  slash  his  wrists  in  the  days  to 
come.  All  because  you’re  too  scared  to 
protect  them.  SASE  for  info,  $2  stramps 
64  page  newsletter.  $20  subsc/mbrshp. 
“REALITY  INC.,"  PO  Box  73,  Paramus, 
NJ  07653. _ (?) 

LESBIANS 

Are  you  Lesbian,  Bisexual  or  unsure? 
Looking  for  a  group  to  go? 

Come  join  us  at  BAGLY. 

CAII  Tony,  497-8282 

(13/32) 

BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 

Multiracial  group  for  all  people.  Call 
(415)  431-1976  or  write  BWMT  584 
Castro  St.  SF.CA  941 14.  (v14.15) 


GCN  SPECIALS 

HELP  SPREAD  THE  WORD! 

Do  you  know  of  places  where  people 
could  benefit  by  having  GCN  around? 
Are  you  ever  at  places  and  wonder  why 
we  aren’t  there  too?  Well,  we  need  your 
help  to  get  us  around  town  (and  out  of 
town  too).  So  if  you  have  ideas  where 
GCN  could  be  distributed  and  would 
like  to  help  us  accomplish  that  give 
Brian  a  call  at  426-4469.  It  will  be  much 
appreciated.  Thanks!  (C) 

Cassette  recorder  aTiyone?  GUN- 
depends  on  cassette  recorders  for  its 
national  news  (which  we  often  record 
over  the  phone.)  If  you  have  a  working 
one  you're  not  planning  on  using,  call 
Mike  at  426-4469.  (If  you  have  one  with 
a  transcription  foot  pedal,  we  promise 
to  squeal  and  giggle  and  sigh  and 
hatever  else  you  like.)  Thanks. 


rro  ALL  THOSE  WHO  IN  AND  OUT  OF  1 
Prison  fioht  against  their  bondage  j 

|AI«xand*r  B«rkm»n,  Prison  Memoirs  of  an  | 
«  nerchlst). 


1  am  Black,  female,  lonely,  In-  | 
telltgent,  and  lesbian  and  am  looking 
for  a  mature  lesbian  to  make  things 
happen.  Enjoy  "heavy"  reading, 
poetry,  and  serious  minds.  Save  the 
bullshit,  please.  I  am  trying  to  change 
my  life. ..for  the  better.  Outsiders 
welcome!  Kathy  D.  WILLIS,  88981, 
971  Cty  Hwy  K,  Taycheedah  Wl 
54935. _ _ 

Thank  you  for  your  free  newspaper. 
Here  is  a  little  bit  about  me  in  case  a 
gay  woman  wants  to  write.  I  love  to 
dance,  the  beach,  horses,  and  con¬ 
sider  myself  a  very  understanding, 
loving  person.  Julie  VAUGHN,  150738 
409,  PO  Box  8540,  Pembroke  Pines 
FL  33024. 

I'm  Itolion.  pretty  and  would  like  to  I 
hear  from  all  you  danng  down  to 
earth  Dutches* 1  Let  me  see  how  many  | 
older  Dutches  are  really  interested  m 
this  tor-real  loay  Cindy  KIMBLE.  PO  Box 
535.  Jessup  MD  20794 


GCN  GAY  AND  LESBIAN 
PRISONER  PROJECT 
We  send  free  papers,  books  (when 
they  are  donated  and  money  for . 
postage  is  available),  and  run  free 
penpal  ads.  (There's  sometimes  a 
long  waiting  list  because  of  limited 
space.)  As  we  get  more  volunteers 
we'll  be  looking  for  other  ways  to 
make  the  connections  between  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men  behind  bars  and 
those  of  us  on  the  outside.  If  you  can 
help  with  your  time  or  a  contribu¬ 
tion  of  mainly  gay  paperbacks  or  of 
money),  we  are  at  167  Tremont, 
Boston,  MA  02L11.  THANKS! 


SEATTLE  GAY  NEWS  will  ac¬ 
cept  penpal  ads  from  prisoners 
on  as  space  available  (!)  basis 
from  Wash,  Oregon  and  Idaho 
prisoners.  Write  to:  Seattle  Gay 
News,  704  E.  Pike  St.,  Seattle 
WA  98122. 


iPrisioneros  hispanohablantes! 
|En  CRISALIDA  estamos  interesados 
[en  participar  del  “Prisoner  Project”. 

I  Favor  de  informarnos  si  hay  pri- 
|  sioneros  hispanohablantes  que  de¬ 
ll  seen  recibir  en  forma  gratuita  nuestra 
I  publicacion,  sus  nombres  y  sus  direc- 
fcionnes  y/o  sus  “clasificados”  para 
I nuestra  seccion  de  buzon. 

CRISALIDA,  A.Postal  36-218,  44760 
|  Guadalajara,  Jal.  MEXICO. _ 

.  Chicago  lifer  in  Arizona  imprisoned  now  1 
yrs  since  age  of  17.  Aspiring  writer  and  ac¬ 
complished  jailhouse  lawyer,  politically  ac¬ 
tive,  well-versed  in  constitutional  law  sur¬ 
rounding  the  prosecution  of  juveniles  as 
adults.  Desires  correspondent  that  loves 
literature  and  ideas  and  committed  to 
something  larger  than  ourselves.  Roy 
RODRIGUEZ,  Box  B-30926.  Florence  AZ 

85232. _ _ _ 

Gay  man,  middle  age,  blue  eyes,  dark  cur¬ 
ly  hair,  nice  complexion,  seemingly  baby 
doll  features!  Transvestite  ways.  Also 
meek,  shy,  psychic  gifted  and  discreet, 
with  deep-seated  affections  towards  others! 
Please  write  Charles  HADDEN,  013463. 
Box  1500  (211).  Cross  City  FL  32628 


Prisoners 

Seeking 


PRISONERS  WRITING 
PRISONERS! 

States  that  DO  (usually)  let 
prisoners  write  other  prisoners 
(though  you  may  have  to  get  per¬ 
mission)  are:  Ver,  Mass,  NY,  Fla, 
NJ,  Miss,  Ohio,  Penn,  N.Car., 
Xav.,  Tsx,  Col,  -Yeti’  Mex..  Ariz, 
Cal,  Ore,  Mont,  Wash,  Lou,  Neb, 
Mary.  (In  some  of  these  you  can’t 
write  others  in  the  same  state) 

States  that  DON'T  (or  only 
with  difficulty)  allow  prisoners 
to  write  other  prisoners  are: 
Iowa,  Okla,  Nev,  Idaho,  W.Vir, 
Wyo,  Tenn,  Wise,  Ind. 

Please  send  us  additions  and 
corrections.  THANKSI  ir.. 


We  are  in  dire  need  of  legal 
assistance  here  at  Marlon.  Many  of  us 
have  been  confined  completely  since 
Aug.  6  and  they  are  not  allowing  us 
access  to  the  law  library.  Please,  If  so¬ 
meone  out  there  can  give  us  some 
legal ,  write:  James  NEWBERRY, 
180108,  Box  57,  Marlon  OH  43302. 


I  Would  like  to  write  anyone  looking 
I  for  a  penpal.  Also  I  want  to  ask  GCN 
1  readers  If  they  would  help  us  protest 
f  the  attempt  to  stop  us  [FEDERAL 
[PRISONERSjfrom  being  able  to 
[  receive  holiday  packages  anymore.  A 
I  public  outcry  would  make  a  dlf- 
I  ference,  especially  with  your  con- 
\  gressman.  Also  please  write:  Norman 
I  Carlson,  Director  Bureau  of  Prisons. 

Washington  DC  20534 


IND  BARS 


I’d  like  a  gay  penpal,  any  age  or  nationali-l 
ty.  I’m  very  lonely  and  down  on  my  luckj 
now.  Jeffrey  WINCHESTER,  C-96723,| 
Box  2000,  Vacaville  CA  95696. _ 

I’m  seeking  someone  to  write  and  if  possi-| 
ble  to  come  and  visit  me.  People  in  here! 
are  harsh  and  don’t  want  to  have  any! 
meaningful  relationships.  Please  write! 
Paul  W.  JONES  Jr,  573333,  Box  50f)| 
(EA-15),  Olustee  FL  32072 


I  FEDERAL  PRISONERS!  (and  possible 
I  penpals!)  Useful  information  on  such 
[forms  as  Presentence  Investigation 
|  Report,  Initial  Hearing  Format,  Form 
[792,  AO-235,  AO-337,  and  training  aid 
|  002,  is  available  due  to  the  labors  of  Herb 
[Lipp.  IT  interested,  wrne  uc:'  1 
{  Project,  167  Tremont,  Boston  MA  02111. 

[  Herb, a  federal  prisoner,  is  also  going  to 

I  be  released  to  the  Los  Angeles  area  and 
I  would  appreciate  any  help  (housing/- 
[  jobs/etc;  COMING  OUT!)  local  outsiders 
|  can  offer.  Please  write  him  at:  Herb  Lipp,  1 
1  32903-138,  PO  Box  7,  San  Pedro  CA  j 
J  90731. _ 

I  My  name  is  Joey  and  I’m  boyish  small  (97  lbs 

l  wet).  I’m  into  lovin  boys  but  like  to  be  liked  by 
I  older  men  too.  I  like  outdoors  life  and  sex  and 
lam  looking  lor  other  gays  ot  all  ages  who  want 
l/o  be  friends  via  letters  and  phone  calls.  Joey 
IrOBBINS.  67291  (1-FF  Rm  23),  BoxCN-861, 
fTrenton  NJ  08625 _ _ 

|7gef  out  on  Nov.  18.  198511!  I  really  need 

Isome  information  about  a  place  to  stay  while  I 
I  took  tor  work.  I’m  a  good  worker  and  have  my 
I  bed,  some  first  aid  training  and  training  in 
I CPR.  Please  write  soon  it  you  can  help  in  some 
I  way.  Thanks!  Larry  SMITH,  Rt  1  Box  36, 

I  Jackson  NC  27845. _ _ _ 

1  Michael  Hanks  has  been  transferred  (for  those 
I  of  you  who  were  writing  him  and  tor  any  new 
I  penpals  tool).  Michael  HANKS,  A-794568, 

|  Sox  1100  Slot  1248,_Avon  Park  FL  33825 


If  anyone  knows  the  address  of  the  | 
Salvation  Army's  half-way  house  In  1 
Tyler  Texas,  I’d  appreciate  knowing  It,  I 
reallyl  Also  I'm  lonely  and  would  like 
to  communicate  with  anyone  In  the 
|  free  world,  any  sex  or  race,  since  to 
me  PEOPLE  ARE  PEOPLE!  Isaiah  [ 
G ATHINGS,  05741-016,  Box  1000. 

|  Anthony  TX  88021 

I'm  a  fun-loving,  sincere,  sentlmen- 
|  tallst,  articulate,  and  lonely  person.  I 
I  need  some  friends  to  make  life  worth 
I  fighting  for.  Enjoy  books,  poetry, 

I  music,  and  long  walks  on  the  beach. 

I  James  IVm  MEADE.  085286.  500  \ 
]  Orange  Ave  Circle  B-3 6.  Belle  Glade 
FL  33430 


'ysv' 

[Okay,  so  I’m  trying  again. ..I  need  a  real 
friend.  It’s  true  that  I  could  use  a  little 
help  with  personal  things  here,  but  I  won’t 
bite  if  you  can’t  help!  Just  write.  Joe 
TERRACIANO,  65988,  Box  F-l, 
Leesburg,  NY  08327. _ 

I’m  a  high  school  graduate.  I  wear  correc- 
I  tive  glasses.  I  smoke,  but  do  not  drink. 
I’ve  had  several  relationships  on  the  street 
but  always  ended  up  being  hurt.  I’m  look¬ 
ing  for  a  guy  with  similar  qualities,  likes 
I  and  who  thinks  positive.  Any  letters  I 
]  receive  will  be  answered.  My  hobbies  are 
|  reading,  writing  letters  and  poems,  chess, 
|basketball,  and  swimming.  Ronald 
CAMPBELL,  N-30537,  Box  99,  Pontiac 
IL  61764. _ 

|  I’m  a  very  undefined  person  and  in  dire 
need  of  correspondence  from  the  world 
|  beyond  Ihese  gray  walls,  hoping  to  share  I 
the  possibility  of  a  thought,  a  laugh,  an  | 
|  idea,  even  a  tear.  Darcus  PRUDE, 
178-238,  Box  45699,  Lucasville  OH  45699. 

I  I  like  reading  good  autobiographies,  I 
working  out,  and  hanging  out  with  my  gay  I 
friends.  I’m  studying  the  use  of  computers  I 
and  economics  through  correspondence  I 
but  feel  the  need  for  some  contact  with  j 
gays  on  the  streets.  I  play  the  piano  and  | 
really  appreciate  your  wonderful] 
newspaper.  Charles  WILEY,  A-640517,  j 
Box  518,  Zephyrhills,  EL  34283. 


CdL€NDhR 


November  9 
to 

November  20 


9  Saturday 


Cambridge  —  Lesbian  Singles  share  arts  & 
crafts  ideas  for  Hannukah/Christmas. 
Daughters  of  Bilitis,  1151  Mass.  Ave.,  Old 
Cambridge  Baptist  Church.  8PM.  $1.  All 
women  welcome.  Info:  661-3633. 

Salem  —  North  Shore  Gay  &  Lesbian 
Alliance’s  7th  Anniversary  Party.  The 

Daniels  House,  1  Daniels  Street.  7-1 OPM. 
$3  non-NSGLA  members. 


10  Sunday 

Cambridge  —  Black  &  White  Men  Together 

meeting.  Phillips  Brooks  House,  Harvard 
Yard.  1-5PM.  All  welcome. 

Cambridge  —  Susanna  J.  Sturgis, 

homecoming  reading  of  poetry  &  prose. 
New  Words  Bookstore,  186  Hampshire  St. 
2PM.  Info:  876-5310. 


11  monday 

Boston  —  The  Gay  &  Lesbian  Freedom  Trail 

Band  weekly  practice.  All  skill  levels 
welcome.  Clarendon  St.  YWCA,  7th  floor. 
7:30PM.  Info:  Clinton,  367-3298  (h), 
876-5099  (w). 

Boston  —  An  Early  Frost  benefit  screening 
and  dinner  to  benefit  Fenway  Community 
Health  Center.  Club  Cafe,  209  Columbus 
Ave.  140,  $75  per  couple,  $10  video 
screening  only.  Info:  522-5095. 

12  tuesday 

Boston  —  “The  Challenges  to  Feminist 
Theory  from  Global  Feminism,”  a  lecture  by 
Charlotte  Bunch.  Northeastern  University, 
Frost  Lounge,  1st  floor  of  Ell  Building. 

Cambridge  —  ‘‘Coming  Out  to  Parents,”  a 

discussion  for  women.  Daughters  of  Bilitis, 
1151  Mass.  Ave.,  Old  Cambridge  Baptist 
Church.  8PM.  $1.  Info:  661-3633. 

Salem  —  North  Shore  Gay  &  Lesbian 
Alliance  annual  meeting.  Salem  Five  Com¬ 
munity  Room,  210  Essex  St.  7PM.  Info: 
745-3848. 


13  Wednesday 


Boston  —  Gay/ Lesbian  Community  Net¬ 
working  u'Gakiust.  iToosnters:  Trianyie 
Theater  and  Passage  to  Kenya.  Club  Cafe, 
209  Columbus  Ave.  8AM.  Info:  265-0348. 


Lynn  —  Dyke-bashing  protest  at  pre-trial 
hearing  for  Lee  Cunningham,  accused  in 
9/28  assault.  Lynn  District  Court,  580 
Essex.  10AM.  Info:  628-4382. 

Cambridge  —  Charlotte  Bunch  lecture  and 
lunch.  Schlesinger  Library,  Radcliffe. 
12:30PM.  $7.  Info:  495-8647. 


Cambridge  —  “A  Comedy  in  Six  Unnatural 
Acts”  &  ‘‘Home  Movie,”  screenings  along 
with  a  stand-up  comedy  act  by  Jan  Ox- 
enberg.  Harvard  Univ.  Science  Center. 
8PM.  $4,  $3  students.  Info:  495-2663. 


Cambridge  —  Open  Discussion  Group  for 

Women  on  “Stress.”  Women’s  Center,  46 
Pleasant  St.  8-10PM.  Info:  354-8807. 

14  thursday 


Boston  —  GCN’s  production  night  when  ar¬ 
ticles  are  proofread  and  pasted  up.  Join  the 
fun;  read  tomorrow’s  news  today.  5-8PM 
for  proofing,  7:30-midnight  for  lay-out.  167 
Tremont  St.  (near  Park  and  Boylston  ”T”) 
GCN:  426-4469. 


Boston  —  ‘‘AIDS:  A  Seminar  on  America’s 
#1  Health  Problem,”  presented  by  AIDS  Ac¬ 
tion  Committee.  Northeastern  Univ.,  108 
Snell.  11:45AM-1 :30PM. 


Boston  —  ‘‘Gay  Boston,”  a  monthly 
magazine  television  show,  Access  Channel 
A3,  8PM. 

Jamaica  Plain  —  Women’s  Spirituality 

Group  meeting  to  discuss  personal  spiritual 
journeys  and  stories,  bring  food  or  drink. 
6:30PM.  Info:  522-6404. 

Cambridge  —  Lesbians  Choosing  Children 

Network:  “The  Experience  of  Pregnancy.” 
Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  7:30PM. 
Info:  868-6922  or  522-2180. 

Boston  —  Massachusetts  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Bar  Association  and  Gay  and  Lesbian  Ad¬ 
vocates  and  Defenders  (GLAD)  reception 
for  law  students  &  new  attorneys,  14 
Beacon  St.,  Conference  Rm.,  5PM. 

15  friday 

Boston  -  GCN’s  VOLUNTEER  NIGHT: 

come  help  send  the  paper  to  our 
subscribers.  Refreshments  &  good  times. 
Anytime  after  6PM.  167  Tremont  St.  (near 
Park  and  Boylston  “T”)  To  be  let  in,  buzz 
GCN’s  intercom  outside  the  street  en¬ 
trance.  GCN:  426-4469. 

Boston  —  Boston  Lesbian  &  Gay  Political 
Alliance  4th  Annual  Community  Recogni¬ 
tion  Awards  Dinner.  China  Pearl 
Restaurant,  9  Tyler  St.,  Chinatown. 
6:30PM.  $20.  Cash  bar.  Info:  739-1520. 

Cambridge  —  ‘‘Moving  Men,”  a  dance 
concert.  Joy  of  Movement  Studio  Theater, 
536  Mass.  Ave.  8PM.  $7.  Also  Sat.  &  Sun. 
Info:  491-7377. 

Cambridge  —  Lesbian  Reading  Group 

discussing  My  Antonia  by  Willa  Cather. 
Daughters  of  Bilitis,  Old  Cambridge  Baptist 
Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  8PM.  $1.  All 
women  welcome.  Info:  661-3633. 

Medford  —  Cheryl  A.  Boudreaux  Mensah 
to  lead  discussion  on  Women’s  Spirituality, 
followed  by  potluck  dinner.  Burden 
Lounge,  Tufts  College.  7PM. 

Somerville  —  Ticket  deadline  for  Somer¬ 
ville/Medford  Gay  &  Lesbian  Alliance  2nd 
Annual  Holiday  Ball.  Dinner/dance  $25, 
dance  $7.  Info:  625-3172,  623-3786. 

Boston  —  Am  Tikva  Shabbat  Service  & 

discussion,  “Outreach  to  the  Jewish  Com¬ 
munity.”  Bring  dessert.  74  Joy  St.  8PM. 
Info:  782-8894. 

Cambridge  —  Gays  at  MIT  fall  dance: 
“Crash  5.”  MIT  Student  Center,  84  Mass. 
Ave.  9PM.  $3/$2  students.  Students  and 
their  guests  welcome.  Info:  253-5440. 

Cambridge  —  Angry  Arts  films:  Abortion: 
North  &  South  and  Business  of  Hunger. 
YWCA,  7  Temple  St.  $2.75.  Also  Sat.  and 
Sun.  7:30PM.  Info:  625-9279. 

16  Saturday 

Jamaica  Plain  —  Lesbian  Sexuality 
Workshop  led  by  Sarah  Pearlman,  trained 
sexuality  therapist  &  educator.  10AM- 
5PM.  $25-50.  Info:  524-1776. 

Boston  —  Greater  Boston  Gay  Men’s 
Association.  St.  John  the  Evangelist,  33 
Bowdoin  St.  8PM.  Film  will  be  shown.  All 
welcome. 


17  Sunday 

Cambridge  —  Bright  Morning  Star  in  con¬ 
cert  to  benefit  Gay  Community  News.  Paine 
Hall,  Harvard  Univ.  8PM.  $5  advance,  $7 
at  door  (more  if/less  if).  Info:  426-4469. 

Cambridge  —  Eleanor  Smeal  to  speak  at 
Boston  NOW  Campus  Campaign.  Science 
Center  B,  Harvard  Univ.  3PM.  Info: 
661-6015. 

Medford  —  Women’s  Video  Collective  to 

show  film  from  Women’s  Conference  in 
Nairobi.  Wessel  Library  Audio-Visual  Rm., 
Tufts  Univ.  7PM. 

Watertown  —  Harriet  Hosmer  Hop,  Gays  & 
Lesbians  of  Watertown’s  1st  anniversary 
dance  with  DJ.  First  Parish,  Unitarian.  $4 
in  advance  only.  Info:  924-6044, 
926-5371,  469-0088. 

Brookline  —  Lesbian  potluck:  meet 
neighbors  and  develop  community.  Info: 
566-2558. 

Cambridge  —  Judith  Brown,  author  of  Im¬ 
modest  Acts:  The  Life  of  a  Lesbian  Nun  in 
Renaissance  Italy.  New  Words  Bookstore, 
186  Hampshire  St.  2-4PM.  Info: 
876-5310. 

Jamaica  Plain  —  Potluck  and  discussion  for 
disabled  lesbians.  2PM.  Info:  524-1890. 


Wendy  Osserman  Dance  Company, 
Nov.  20 


18  monday 

Lowell  —  Department  of  Public  Health 
forum  on  AIDS.  Smith  Baker  Center,  Mer- 
rimac  St.  7-9PM.  Info:  727-0049. 

19  tuesday 

Boston  —  Gay  State  Workers  opposed  to  the 
Governor's  Foster  Cars  Policy  meeting,  City 
Council  Chambers,  City  Hall  (Congress  St. 
door),  6-7:30PM.  Info:  Jason,  727-7440  or 
262-3598. 

Cambridge  —  Fanny  Howe  reading  her  fic¬ 
tion  &  Ruth  Whitman  reading  her  poetry. 
New  Words  Bookstore,  186  Hampshire  St., 
Inman  Square.  7:30PM.  $2. 

Boston  —  Lesbian  &  Gay  Constituency  of 
the  Rainbow  Coalition  general  meeting. 
7:30PM.  Everyone  welcome.  Info: 
522-6283. 

Marblehead  —  North  Shore  Gay  and  Les¬ 
bian  Alliance  Potluck  &  Discussion  on 
families  and  holidays,  Unitarian  Church, 
25  Mugford  St.,  7-10PM.  Info:  Doug  or 
Joe,  639-1398. 

20  Wednesday 

Boston  —  Audre  Lorde  on  Boston  Network 
News,  Cable  Channel  A3.  Video  tape  from 
“Naming,  Claiming,  Changing”  series. 
8PM.  Info:  424-7292. 

Cambridge  —  “Silent  Pioneers,”  a  film 
about  gay  people  &  aging.  Common  Room, 
Vanderbilt  Hall,  Harvard  Medical  School, 
Avenue  Louis  Pasteur.  12:30PM.  Free. 

Wellesley  —  Wendy  Osserman  Dance  Com¬ 
pany.  Wellesley  College,  Alumni  Hall. 
8PM.  $5.  Info:  239-2510. 


note  this! 

Kate  Clinton 

Live  at  the  American  Music  Hall 
Whyscrack  Records 

In  moments  of  candor,  many  les¬ 
bians  will  admit  that  we  tend  to  take 
some  aspects  of  our  culture  (if  not  our 
politics)  a  tad  too  seriously.  So  we  gals 
can  always  benefit  from  opportunities 
for  collective  chuckles  at  the  sillier 
points  of  hallowed  Institutions  like 
women’s  music  festivals,  snickers  at 
the  trendiness  of  lesbian  practices 
from  vegetarianism  to  non-monogamy, 
and  smirks  at  the  ridiculous  edge  to 
some  of  our  valuable  discussions  on 
topics  like  body  image,  coming  out, 
sexuality,  religion,  and,  as  always,  pro¬ 
cess.  Recognizing  this,  lesbian- 
feminist  comedian  Kate  Clinton  not  on¬ 
ly  aims  her  political  wit  at  our  sexist 
and  homophobic  enemies,  she  keeps 
us  honest  by  keeping  us  laughing  at 
ourselves. 

Kate’s  new  album,  Live  at  the 
American  Music  Hall  (available  as  a 
dazzling  red  disc  or  in  cassette),  was 
recorded  in  San  Francisco  earlier  this 
year.  On  the  album,  Kate  brings  out  the 
humor  in  experiences  many  lesbians 
have  shared,  from  unattractive 
adolescence  (“My  mother  told  me, 
‘Kathleen,  you’ll  never  get  a  boyfriend  if 
you’re  this  heavy.’  This  is  when  I  started 
to  abuse  Hydrox  Cookies.”);  to  recrea¬ 
tion  league  softball  (“My  team  made 
Michael  Jackson  our  mascot  because 
he  wears  a  glove  on  one  hand  for  no  ap¬ 
parent  reason.”);  to  the  lesbian  baby 
boom  (in  a  sketch  about  a  dyke’s  child 
whose  first  word  is  “da-da,”  that  is, 
“donor”).  Unlike  sexist  comedians  who 
make  women  the  butt  of  every  joke, 
Kate  pokes  at  the  lesbian  community  anc 
buoys  us  up  for  the  next  bout  with  the 
patriarchy;  when  we  laugh,  we  laugh  in 
complicity. 

Kate  is  less  sanguine  toward  the 
other  objects  of  her  political  satire.  She 
pokes  fun  at  Ronald  and  Nancy  (“I  love 
Nance.  She  seems  so  lifelike.”);  as  a 
“recovered  Catholic,”  she  presents 
Church  doctrines  and  practices  at  their 
most  absurd  (“Some  days  in  the 
Catholic  Church  are  a  lot  like  Double 
Coupon  days:  you  can  wrap  up  a  lot  of 
indulgences.”). 

Eager  as  many  of  us  are  for  good 
lesbian-feminist  humor,  we  hold  high 
expectations  for  women-identified 
comedians.  My  sights  may  be  set  too 
high,  for  I  found  Live  at  the  American 
Music  Hall  to  be  disappointing.  First, 
the  whole  album  seemed  to  need 
tightening  up.  Some  idle  chjt-chat  With 
an  audience  is  to  be  expected  on  a  live 
album,  but  even  during  her  best  sket¬ 
ches,  Kate  gives  brilliant  insights  only 
to  ramble  frustratingly  off  the  track. 
Moreover,  some  of  her  jokes  seem  in 
humorless  bad  taste,  especially  her 
pot-shots  at  individuals.  One  such  un¬ 
fortunate  joke  refers  to  the  physical 
deterioration  of  Rock  Hudson  on 
Dynasty.  Kate’s  album  was  obviously 
made  before  Hudson’s  disclosure  of 
having  AIDS,  but  the  joke,  would  hardly 
be  funny  in  any  context. 

Finally,  it’s  difficult  to  appreciate 
stand-up  comedy  without  the  comedian 
before  you  and  the  audience  around 
you.  I  have  been  to  several  of  Kate  Clin¬ 
ton’s  live  appearances  and  found  her 
hilarious;  an  album  just  can’t  pick  up 
the  fun  of  one  of  her  performances. 
Anyone  wanting  to  experience  Kate  at 
her  best  should  keep  in  mind  her  up¬ 
coming  Boston  appearance  with  guest 
Patty  Larkin  on  Saturday,  November  23 
at  8  p.m.  at  the  Strand  Theatre  in  Dor¬ 
chester.  For  information,  call  547-1378. 

—  Shelley  Mains 


The  GCN -weekly  calendar  includes  events  tn  the 
Boston  area  of  interest  to  the  lesbian  and  gay 
community.  We  try  not  to  leave  anythina  out  but 
remember,  we  depend  on  you  to  keep  us  informed. 

The  deadline  is  Friday  noon  tor  the  following 
issue.  Jusl  send  the  information  to  GCN  Calendar. 

I  167  Tremont  Street.  Fifth  Floor,  Boston,  MA  02111. 


Calendar  compiled  by  Miranda  Kolbe 

GAY  COMMUNITY 


NEWS 


Read  what  our  subscribers— near  andfar—say  about  GCN. 


A  community  is  as  connected  as  its  organs  of  communication— its  ability  to 
“get  the  word  out.”  For  the  lesbian  and  gay  community,  GCN  is  it ...  .  Simply 
enough,  I  read  GCN  to  keep  track  of  what’s  going  on. 

— Andre  horde ,  poet 


I  find  that  your  paper  is  the  best  of  the  several  I  get  in  the  gay  world.  It  may 
be  a  small  paper  as  far  as  size,  but  I  get  better  news— to  use  a  pun,  straight 
news,  from  you  not  only  on  New  England  topics,  but  nationwide ....  Stay  in 

there  and  fight.  L  Wjj 

—A  Subscriber  from  Maine 


GCN  has  emerged  over  the  past  few  years  as  the  most  significant  vpice  of  the 
gay  movement  published  in  the  United  States. 

— Dennis  Altman,  author 


For  over  twelve  years  GCN  has  dedicated  itself  to  providing  coverage  for  the 
lesbian  and  gay  community  that  can’t  be  found  elsewhere.  GCN  serves  as  a 
reminder  that  an  informed  community  is  our  strongest  asset. 

—Ginny  Apuzzo,  former  executive  director, 

National  Gay  Task  Force 

Just  a  note  to  say  that  I  love  GCN,  and  it’s  a  well  written,  laid  out  publication. 
Keep  up  the  excellent  work. 

—A  Subscriber  from  Boston 


A  non-profit  venture  run  by  a  skilled  and  dedicated  staff,  GCN  is  one  of  the 
most  important  forces  in  the  movement.  It  is  comprehensive,  informative, 

provocative,  and  just  plain  irksome:  it’s  indispensable. 

—Scott  Tucker,  activist 


If  you  read  GCN* s  lively  letters  pages,  you  know  not  all  our  readers  are 
always  this  supportive  about  everything  in  GCN.  But  GCN  readers  always 

feel  they  are  part  of  the  debate. 


Don’t  leave  out  your  friends,  lovers  and  family  members. 
Give  them  the  gift  that  lasts  the  whole  year. 

Give  them  subscriptions  to  Gay  Community  News. 


